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man from Lilinois, he announced at the outset of |) to be the conviction of the pe ople, inasmuch as | 
his remarks in intreducing the amendment, that || they prefer the pational or greenback currency, 
his design was to suppress Siate banks. The || to the extent of from a quarter to half of one per 
country is looking to the House with great earn- || cent., to the best notes our State banks can pro- 
estness and with intense anxiety during the prog- || duce. 
ress of this bill. ‘The hope is that this revenue || Jam aware that gentlemen from the State of 
jaw shall be promptly passed by Congress, and || New York are a little tender upon this subject. 
then we shall have, atall events, improved in our || They believe that their currency is a sound one. 
financial condition, I regret, therefore, thatany || Well, sir, I believe that thecurrency of my State 
subject should be introduced here by gentlemen || is upon a sound basis, secured as they are by 
on either side ot the House calculated to distract || stocks, but the people prefer the national currency 
attentuuon from this great, paramount object. | to them. 
.* : - . . . i} 

Mr. Chairman, | apprehend this is no time to |) 
introduce a discussion here upon ageneralbank- || sion that notwithstanding the expansion caused 
ing scheme for the country. 1 am not without | by the large amount of legal-tender and national 
hope that during these discussions some way may || bank currency put into circulation, some of these 
be developed by which a compromise may be || State banks have, as I understand, in circulation 
had between the distracting sentiments of those notes to the extent of eight times their capital 
who are advocating the national system and those || stock. 
who are opposed to them and defend the State {| 
system. I believe that result may be reached; || ence to that. 

e . : . i} . , . . ? 
and in that connection I desire that the following | Mr. SPALDING. 1 cannot yield. Well, 
circular may be read asa portion of my remarks. || now, sir, if this is done with impunity by these 

The Clerk read, as fuliows: \| banks in the State of New York, which are pred- 
New York, fpril 22, 1864. | icated upon so good a foundation, what may not 
The excessive issue of paper money in various formsis || be done in Lilinois, Indiana, Ohio, and the other 
now rightly the subject of special alarm tirouglout the || northwestern States? We look to New York for 
cvuntry. Any further issues should be promptly arrested, || 4» example, and if they expand eight times. we 
and the amount existing be gradually, but not too hastily, || , ° ; 7 Saye . . i 
contracted. The following plan will, itis believed, meet \| may perhaps expand twenty-four times. An 
wie difficulty with the least derangement to society and at 1] that is the kind of a currency you get. 
the same time be substantially in harmony with the ob- || Now there are two objects to be accomplished 
jocee gimmes Bi Dy fh Goverument : | by this proposition. Que is to produce revenue 
First, pao pee 
By the withdrawal of all bank-note circulation, as well || for the Government, and the other is to putdown 
national as State, relying cutirely upon legal-teader notes this State bank circulation. I am ready to vote 
of near now in circulation, which are quite suff- || for that proposition now, and-at all times until 
erent. } > » =} te 2 o » > 
Or, secondly, that object shall bave been accomplished. 
1. By prohibiting the issue of any bauk notes after this | {Here the hammer fell.] 
date, unless they are secured by Government bonds, sayat || Mr. PIKE obtained the floor. 
Mr. MORRILL. Will the gentleman yield to 


ninety percent. (‘This may be effected by a Government | 
tax on all notes uot thus secured. + . ‘ 

) me for the purpose of moving that the committee 
rise to close debate? 





2. By requiring all banks having outstanding circulating 
notes to withdraw them, and tosubstitute those secured as | 


above. ; Mr. PIKE. 1 will after one or two remarks. 

ule By limiting all cirealating notes to amount outstand- || | am a little surprised that after laboring for | 
4. By repealing the national bank act, making provision | two or three weeks to perfect a bank bill thismat- 

for the national hanks now existing. | ter should be broughtup again now. I thought 


5. By leaving all details respecting banks to State legis- 
lation as hitherto, excepting to require them all to be se 
cured as in No.1. This may be done by requiring every - heirc ‘ k | 
bank note to bear a national stamp or certification that it || ©Xtra Interest from their customers on the grounc 
is so secured. ° of uniformity; that we had fixed the thing so 
: 6. By providing money hereafter by sale of bonds pt | that large banking institutions having a capital of 

est price, or by issuing them at a rate of interest suffi- || @5 9p ( . “scape ivi balit 
elently high to command and gradually contract the cur- || $5,000,000 could escape all individual liability 
reney. | whatever. I thought we had so arranged that 
_7, By adequate taxation to meet the interest on the pub- || these institutions by an adroit management, es- 
lic debt, and to provide for all coutingencies. pecially in view of an amendment introduced in 


8. Any loans made to Government by or through the | ‘ P Nas wes . 

banks, should be drawn for by checks on them in favor of | the other end of the Capitol, could escape all ae 
public creditors, for which the notes secured by pledge of || “ON except a half of one per cent. upon their de- 
Government stocks as ubove may be used in payment. || posits; and that in addition to an evasion of na- 


fan pian, it me conkdenty wetieras will secure all that || tional taxation these pet institutions were to es- 
8 really beneficial in the national bank system, withoutin- : rs ’ iv 
curring the danger of dividing the community in this event- || cape all State taxation. This would Grve i a 


ful crisis, by the aitemptto destroy longexistingand cher- || “uniform currency’’ of such virtue that although 
an institutions, a policy both financiaily and politically || it es _ mapeneen in the rn to 
se. sak ee . $300,000,000 national currency and take the place 
MANY BANK OFFICERS. || OF the present $175,000,000 fea saan still 

Mr. SPALDING. LI rise to oppose thisamend- || the currency of the country would not be at all 
ment, and to say that I amin favor of the amend- || inflated! Precisely how this was to be done I do 
ment of my friend from Illinois. And Iam in | not understand, but it was perfectly understood, 
favor of it for thisreason: I think there is noman |, | presume, by those who had ebarge of the bill. 
in this House who does not see clearly that we || 1 
cannot sustain the national currency—so-ealled || discussion sprung upon the House again to-day, 
—and at tie same time the State bank currency. || and that we have the question of a bank currency 
One or the other must go by the board, and it is || all togo over againonatax bill. 1 discussed the 
only a question of time which, Our. currency || matter somewhat when it was before the House 
has become so expanded—and that expansion is || ona former occasion,an extract from what I said 
creasing from day to day—that unless some 
corrective is applied ruin will ensue to our Gov- | 
ernment. Every man sees this. Either the State || from Vermont, and I am very glad that an Illi- 
bank currency or the national bank currency must || nois gentleman has to-day acceded to the views 
be contracted, and we must decide which. Ithen expressed. My proposition then was that 
Now, Mr. Chairman, | confess plainly that J || our national or greenback currency was so good 


we had arranged these matters of finance satis- 
factorily so that banks could get one per cent. 








am of that old constitutional make which holds || aeurrency that we did not need a better one. My | 


to the belief that the State bank currency is not || friend from Illinois is now disposed to tax both the 
tn accordance with our Constitution. | believe— || State and national bank currency so largely that 
although I have stood alone in that belief for || it will force them both out of circulation; and | 
years—with Chief Justice Marshall, that. the cur- |! hope that course. will be adopted. 1 am willing 


rency of the country, paper as well as metallic, || to Ingraft upon a tax bill even a proposition that 
should always be kept under the control of the 


Let me say in respect to this question of expan- | 


Mr. KERNAN. Let me say a word in refer- | 


For these reasons | was surprised to see this | 


having been published in the Chicago ‘T'ribune, | 
which was this morning read by the gentleman | 


shall in the course of time give us simply a green- | 


80 us not to disturb the business of the country 
I should preter the tax should be put upon ciree- 
lation above a certain percentave of capital, say 
thirty per cent. ; 

I was surprised, however, to see my friend from 
Lilinois to-day spenking of these national banks 
with great favor, forgetting that the national bank 
scheme is almost a copy of the Hlinois bank 
scheme, which he says broke down, with great 
loss to his constituents. The only difference be- 
tween them, as | understand it, is this: that the 
Illinois bank scheme, instead of basing their is 
sues upon national bonds base them upon the 
bonds of the State of Illinois and of some other 
States contiguous. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to correct the 


| gentleman from Maine in one particular. I did 


not say that I favored the national bank scheme 
[ said that I should prefer to have our currency 
West replaced by that of the national Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. PIKE. The proposition of the gentleman 
as originally presented was to drive out the State 
bank circulation and leave the currency of the 
national banks in circulation, But as it is now 
amended by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Hotman] it taxes both,and that lam in favor ef. 

[Here the hammer fel!.} 

Mr. HOOPER. Iam very happy to concur 
with my friend from Maine. 

The CHAIRMAN. No further debate is in 
order. : 

The amendment to the amendment was with- 
drawn. 

Mr. HOOPER. I move tosstrike out the last 
word of the amendment for the purpose of saying 
that | concur with the gentleman trom Maine in 
favoring his amendment. 

Mr. BROOKS. I rise to a question of order. 
The gentleman is not speaking upon that last word 
which he moves to strike out, 

The CHAIRMAN, ‘The Clerk will report the 
amendment. 

The Clerk read the amendment, to strike out 
the word ** jurisdiction,”’ 

Mr. HOOPER. ‘ Jurisdiction of the United 
States,’’ 

Mr. BROOKS. No, “ jurisdiction” only. 

Mr. HOOPER. Then I will modify my amend- 
ment by moving to strike out the whole section. 
And I do it for the purpose of saying that 1 am 
in favor of this amendment which taxes all bank 
circulation. 

Mr: BROOKS. | rise to a question of order. 
The gentleman is not speaking in favor of the 
amendment. 

Mr. HOOPER. How can the gentleman tell, 
unless he allows me to finish my sentence? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will con- 
fine himself to his amendment. 

Mr. HOOPER. Then I will propose an amend- 
ment that will be pertinent to what I desire to 
say. 

Mr. BROOKS. 1 will withdraw my point of 
order. ‘The gentleman was discourteous wo me 
the otherday, and L only wanted to show him that 
it was in my power to stop him from saying 
what he wanted to say. 

Mr. HOOPER. I am in favor of this amend- 
ment, because, as | have said before, I think there 
is nothing which can more justly be taxed than 
this circulation of the banks. Ifthe effeet of taxing 
their circulation would be to restrict the amount 
issued by the banks it would make more room 
for the circulation of the national currency of 
‘* greenbacks,’’ and | think that there would be 
no objection on that score. 

Bui | apprehend that this remedy for the great 
complaint made, particularly by the gentleman 
from New York, that the circulation is now too 
redundant, will not suit them. They call upon 
the Secretary of the Treasury to withdraw the 
circulation of the greenbacks, for what good rea- 
son | cannot sv, when the Government has the 
benefitof that emculation. All the profit of it goes 
to the Government for the benefit of the whole 


national Government. That, I believe, has come || back currency. It should be a gradual process, || people; whereas the circulation of the banks is 
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only for the benefit of their individual stock- i 


holders. 
W henever the proposition has been before this 


House to tax the national bank circulation it is | 


said thatit would be unfair, and itis opposed upon 
the ground that there is no tax imposed upon the 
circulation of the State banks. When any meas- 
ure has come before the House to tax State bank 


circulation it is opposed upon the ground that | 


there is no tax imposed upon the circulation of 
the national banks. We have them both pre- 
sented now by this amendment, which proposes 
to tax the circulation of both national banks and 
State banks, and [ hope the amendment will be 


adopted. The effect of it must be to increase the | 


revenue and to diminish the inducement of the 


banks to depreciate the currency by exterding | 


their circulation and their loans. 
Mr. MORRILL. 

rise for the purpose of terminating debate. 
The motion was agreed to. 


So the committee rose; and the Speaker having | 
resumed the chair, Mr. Wasusurne, of Illinois, | 


reported that the committee had had under con- 


sideration the internal revenue bill, and had come 


to no conclusion thereon. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that when the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
shall resume the consideration of ths bill all de- 
bate shall terminate upon the pending section in 
halfa minute after the same is resumed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MORRILL. 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
on the special order. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wasnusvurne, of 
Illinois, in the chair,) and resumed the consid- 
eration of the special order, being the internal 
revenue bill. 


The question.recurred on Mr. Farnswortn’s | 


amendment as amended. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 
50, noes 41. 

Mr. HOLMAN demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hotman 
and Fenron were appointed. 

The amendment was adopted; the tellers hav- 
ing reported—ayes 62, noes 51. 

Mr. HOLMAN moved to strike out the words 
** beyond the amount invested in the United States 
bonds.’’ 

Mr. MORRILL demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ortru and 
KERNAN were appointed, 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 57, noes 52. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. YEAMAN moved to add the following: 


Provided, That this tax shall not apply to any bank in 
process of liquidation. 


The amendment was agreed to, 


Mr. KERNAN. I move to insert after the 
word **money’’ the words *‘ excluding moneys 
deposited by and belonging to any State,”” And 
[ ask for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered; and the amendment 

pag rejected, 


The CHAIRMAN, The next proposition re- | 


served is the following amendment moved by the 
gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Buasne.} 
Strike out the following: 


Provided, That in all cases where the rate or price of | 


ndvertising is fixed by any law of the United States, State, 
or Territory, it shail be lawful for the company, person, or 
persons, publishing said advertisements, toadd the duty o1 
tax imposed by this act to the price of said advertisements, 
ny law, as aforesaid, to the contrary notwithstanding. 


The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. KASSON. 


sent grauted to me by the committee some time 
ago, to add the following proviso to the one hun- 
dred and fourteenth section: 

Provided, That only one deduction of $600 shall be made 
trom the aggregate incomes of all the members of any one 
tamily composed of parent and minor children, or husband 
and wife, except in cases where such separate income shall 
be derived trom separate or individual gains of the wife or 
child, and the deduction in such cases made shail be allowed 
only on incomes of the heads of families. 

The object sought by this amendment is to pre- 
vent the dividing up the income of a family, which 


__ ae 


; unnecessary. 





I move that the committee || 


I move that the rules be sus- || 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the | 


i move, according to the con- | 


| families who have only $1,200 a year. 


really belongs to the head of the family, among 
its different members, so as to reduce the amount 
below $600. 

Mr. HOOPER. I propose to amend the amend- 
ment in such a way as to render that provision 
I move to amend section one hun- 
dred and fourteen, relating to income taxes, by 
striking out ‘ five,’? wherever it occurs, and in- 
serting *‘ ten;’’ so that the income tax shall be ten 
per cent. in all cases. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state 
that that portion of the section was not reserved. 
The only reservation was to enable the gentleman 
from lowa to offer his proviso. 

Mr. HOOPER. Then offer my amendment 


| as a proviso. 


The CHAIRMAN. 
Mr. HOOPER. 
viso to the proviso. 

Mr. WILSON. [rise toa point of order on 
that. That sabject has not been reserved. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is the understanding 
of the Chair. 

Mr. HOOPER. It comesinas a part of the pro- 
viso. The right to put in a proviso to the section 
was reserved. 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope the gentleman from 
Iowa will not insist upon the point of order. 

Mr. WILSON. If I withdraw the point the 
amendment will be regarded as being before the 
committee for action. If the gentleman merely 
wishes to make some remarks upon the subject 
without asking a vote upon the amendment, | 
have no objection. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds that the 


That is not in order. 
I propose to add it as a pro- 


| proposition of the gentleman does not come within 
| the understanding of the committee. 


Mr. MORRILL. Will it not be in order for 
the gentleman to move to add to that proviso 
that after one year the income tax shall inall cases 
be ten per cent. ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will have the 
amendment of the gentleman from lowa read 
again. 

The amendment was again read. 

Mr. HOOPER. I now move to add to that 
proviso a proposition that after one year from the 
passage of this act the income tax shall be ten per 
cent. 

Mr. WILSON. I renew the point of order. 
That matter has been acted upon and disposed of 
by the committee, and was not reserved. 

The CHAIRMAN. The agreement of the 
committee was that the gentleman from Iowa 
should have permission to go back to that sec- 
tion for the purpose of offering a proviso. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts moves to amend 
that proviso by an amendment, which the Chair 
thinks is in order. 

Mr. WILSON. I raise another point. It is 
that the question of amount of income tax is not 
germane to the matter of that proviso. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it em- 
braces the subject-matter, and is therefore ia 
order. 

Mr. HOOPER. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting at the end of the proviso the 
words ‘*and that after one year the income tax 
shall be uniform at ten per cent.” 

Mr. Chairman, my colleagues on the Com- 
mittee of Waysand Means will bear witness that 
| proposed ten per cent. as the uniform rate of 
income tax in the committee. I objectto the in- 
troduction of the principle of the gentleman from 
New York, selecting certain men of wealth to be 
taxed as a class at a different rate from what he 
taxes himself and others; and | object to the 
large majority of the members of this House 
taxing themselves and their friends at half price, 


| for that is precisely what it amounts to as the law 


stands now, 

The pious gentleman from New York, who 
likes better to take money out of his neighbor’s 
pocket than his own, and the law-observing mem- 
ber from Ohio, who proposes to crush down rich 
men who refuse to submit to law, tell us that they 
are prompted by regard to worthy men ST 

e 
know, however, that $800 of that amount is “a 
empt from taxation, leaving only $400 to be taxed 
as income. It is very hard, these gentlemen tell 
us, to make such poor men pay twenty dollars 
more; but neither of them have referred to the 
fact, which I fancy is of much more interest to 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





| the gentleman from Massachusetts. 


NE 
; ee 








April 28, 
them, that under this pretended care for poor men 
with large families they will each save themselves 
from paying several hundred dollars. For every 
twenty dollars they save the poor men with Jaros 
families, about whom they are so anxious, most 
of the members of this House will save them. 
selves from paying $300 and some will save 45,0)! 

Let us consider, Mr. Chairman, how mueli wij] 
be produced by confining the tax of ten per cent 
to incomes over ten thousand dollars. The whole 
amount that would be collected would be com. 
paratively smull, and in my opinion would not 
compensate for the amount of ill-feeling which 
its injustice would create. Nine tenths of the 
members of this House probably have incomes 
varying from $4,000 to $10,000. But if you wil 
take the community at large, there are probably 
not more than two with an income over ten thou- 
sand dollars to five hundred with incomes vary- 
ing from $2,500 to $10,000. Estimating those five 
hundred atanaverage income of $3,000 each would 
give you, at the rate of ten per cent., $150,000 for 
income tax, while the two with incomes over ten 
thousand dollars, even if you rate them at $40,000 
each, would give you only $8,000 for the tax. [f 
the tax of ten per cent. is confined to incomes over 
ten thousand dollars, it will not yield three per 
cent. of the amount which would be obtained by 
making ten per cent. the uniform rate of income 
tax. I trustthe gentleman from Lowa, who talks 
so much about patriotism, will show his sincerity 
by consenting to sacrifice the few hundred dollars 
he would save at ‘the half price rate to protect poor 
men with large families,’’ and vote for the uniform 
rate of ten per cent. after the present year, which 
will give many millions to the Treasury and re- 
deem the House from the imputation of my friend 
from Pennsylvania, who charges that we tax the 
poor man’s oil and refuse to tax members of Con- 
gress and others having salaries and incomes of 
$3,000 to $10,000. 

Mr. SPALDING. I rise to reply to the views 
addressed impromptu [laughter] to the House by 
I have no 
particular objection in my own particular case to 
meet this increased rate of ten per cent. upon my 
income; but I am afraid that that tax would prove 


| onerous upon the $2,000,000 of the plethoric gen- 
| tleman from Massachusetts. 


Why, sir, the gen- 
tleman, since we voted the other day upon this 
proposition in regard to the income tax, making 
the rich pay in proportion to their riches and the 
poor pay in proportion to what they have, has 
thought upon this matter upon his pillow, and he 
comes in here this morning and undertakes to be 
sarcastic upon certain members of this House who 
had the boldness to advocate the proposition of 
making wealth bear some little portion of the bur- 
dens of these calamitous times. And he not only 
does so, but he impugns the motives of men who 
rhaps may be as honorable and patriotic as 
imself, ; 
Sir, | have read in Peter Pindar that avarice is 
a devil; and I have read somewhere else that after 
aman becomes wealthy his covetousness is legion, 
that it is a host of devils; and I never saw it ex- 
emplified so fairly and plainly as on this floor. 
Why, how are all taxes laid? If I have a four- 
wheeled carriage and ride in it to church on the 
Sabbath, I expect that carriage to be assessed 
with the duty put on such articles by this Con- 
gress. If I have nota carriage and go on foot, 
{ escape the tax, and the gentleman who rides 
pays the tax. What is the difference here? Upon 
the first thousand, two thousand, or three thou- 
sand, I pay the same tax with him. I ask no dis- 
crimination in favor of my modicum. To the 
extent to which we are enabled to go together, | 
ay as much as he does, although I cannot afford 
it to the same extent. When he rises up to his 
$50,000 or more, wie the surplus over $25,000 
he pays a tax which I do not pay, because I have 
not the praperty to be assessed. Thatis the only 
reason I do not pay it; not because I have not the 
inclination, but because I have not the subject- 
matter to be assessed. Cannot the gentleman see 
the difference? Iam willing to pay. I pay 80 
far as my property subjects me to payment. He 
does not. He refuses. “I present my means and 
pay accordingly. He presents his means and will 
not pay accordingly. There is the difference be- 
tween us. He is craving for himself and the mil- 
lionaires throughout the country an exempuen 
from duty which no poor patriotic man asks to be 


1864 


-_—_ 


exempt 
one mc 
scheme. 
Mr.! 
rise for 
questo! 
Thet 
So th 
resumet 
reportes 
state of 
state of 
and par 
come te 
Mr. ! 
shall ag 
Whole 
the per 
minute, 
The | 
Mr. | 
pended 
Commi 
on the | 
The! 
The 
Commi 
(Mr.W 
resume 
bill. 
Mr. | 
as ana 
Sec. - 
sessmen 
eral cow 
treasure! 
counties 
fore ente 
act, sifall 
in such 1 
with sue 
of the T 
ive dutic 
tion sucl 
tlons of 


Mr. | 
mit tha 
tlons a 
been ce 

The 

Olnt ¢ 
" Mr. 
rise an 

The 

So th 
resume 
reporte 
state of 
as a sp 
had in 
House 
recomr 

Mr. 
tion on 

Mr. 
man ft 
momen 
additio 

Mr. 

Mr. 
ment it 
fered in 

Mr. 
questio 

Mr. 
lowing 


And b 
section 
nal reve 
Spirits ir 
pealed,: 
to refun 
acted on 


Mr. 
questic 
Mr. 
the ger 
propos 
hand. 
a vote 
Stituen 
Mr. 
previo 
Mr. 
the He 
The 
for the 





rs == 


or 


—_— 


5. WS a wal CaS 


> =s aon “ FF U™Qaae S oe te 


aS = @ 


on 
pu- 
lig- 


mo 


exempted from. I ask this House if they can for | 


one moment indulge these men in any such 
scheme. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that the committee 
rise for the purpose of closing debate upon this | 
question. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Wasusurne, of lilinois, 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had, according to order, had the 
state of the Union generally under consideration, 
and particularly the internal revenue bill, and had 
come to no conclusion thereon, 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that when the House 
shall again resolve itself into the Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union, all debate upon || 


the pending section shall be terminated in one | 
minute, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the | 


on the special order, 
The motion was agreed to. 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union | 
} 
! 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr.Wasnsurne, of lIilinois, in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the internal revenue 
bill. 

Mr. FINCK. 1 desire to offer the following 
as an additional section to the bill: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the several as- 
sessments made under the provisions of this act in the sev- 
eral counties of the States, may be collected by the county 
treasurers or other collectors of taxes in the respective 
eounties in the States: Provided, That such collectors, be- 
fore entering upon the discharge of their duties under this 
act, siiall each execute a bond payable tothe United States 
in such form, with such security, and for such amount, and 
with such conditions as may be prescribed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury for the faithful discharge of their respect- 
ive duties, and shall be entitled to receive for said collec- 
tion such compensation as may be allowed for like collec- 


| 
tions of State taxes in their respective States. | 
| 


Mr. UPSON. i rise toa point of order. I sub- 
mit that we have disposed of all the reserved sec- 
tions and that the consideration of the bill has 
been completed by the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that the committee | 
rise and report the bill to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Wasuevureng, of Illinois, 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had had under consideration, 
as a special order, the internal revenue bill, and 
had instructed him to report the same to the 
House with sundry amendments, and with the 
recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move the previous ques- | 





tion on the bill and all pending amendments. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. Will the gentle- 
man from Vermont withdraw the motion for a 
moment that | may offer an amendment as an 
additional section ? 


Mr. MORRILL. On what subject? 
Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. Itis the amend- 
ment in regard to imported liquors, which I of- 


fered in committee. || 


Mr. MORRILL. I withdraw the previous 
question for that purpose, 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. I offer the fol- 
lowing amendment as an additional section: 


“ind be it further enacted, That so much of the seventh 
section of the act of March 7, 1864, to increase the inter- 
nal revenue, &c., as levies a tax of forty cents a g@Mon on 
spirits imported prior to March 7, 1864, be and is hereby re- 
pealed, and that the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to refund to persons paying the same all moneys thus ex- 
acted on spirits imported prior to said Mareh 7, 1804. 


Mr. MORRILL. I now move the previous 
question on the bil! and amendments. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I appealto 
the gentleman from Vermont to let the counter- 
pronewtins come in for the taxation of spiritson 
and. Thatis but just and fair, We can have 
a vote on it by yeas aud nays, and let our con- 
Stituents see how we voted on this question. | 

Mr. MORRILL. If decline to withdraw the 
previous question. 
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ssrs. 
Moraii, and Wasusvrye of Illinois, were ap- 
pointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 43, noes 67. 

So the House refused to second the previous 
question. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I now offer 
this amendment as an additional section. 

The SPEAKER. Thatcannot be done in order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Then offer 
it as a substitute for the amendment of the gentle- 
man from New York. 

The amendment was reported, as follows: 

And be it further enacted, ‘That all spirits of domestic pro 
duction and held for sale on the lst day of May, 1864, and 
on which no tax shall have been paid, shall be subject to a 
duty of fifty cents per gallon; and all such spirits held for 
sale on which a prior duty shall have been paid, shall be 
subject to a duty of thirty cents per gallon: Provided fur 
ther, That bona fide retail dealers in spirits, duly licensed, 
shall not be taxed on their stock on band, whose quantity 


| on hand does not exceed two barrels. 


Mr. MORRILL. I nowdemand the previous 
question on the bill and amendments. 
The previous question was seconded, (there 


, ; || being, on division—ayes 63, noes 48,) and the 
The House accordingly resolved itself into the |) main : i : 7? 


main question ordered. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Hickey, 
one of its clerks, announced that the Senate had 
passed the following bills and joint resolution, in 
which he was directed to ask the concurrence of 
the House: 

An act (No. 236) to provide for granting an 
honorable discharge to coal-heavers and firemen 
in the naval service; 

Joint resolution (No. 44) for the relief of clerks 
at the Kittery and Philadelphia navy-yards; and 


a 


Anaet (No, 256) tochange and define the bound- | 


| aries of the eastern and western judicial districts 
of Virginia, and to alter the names of said dis- | 


tricts, and for other purposes. 
Also, that the Senate had passed an act (H.R. 


| No. 300) for the classification of the clerks to pay- 


masters in the Navy, and graduating their pay, 


| with an amendment, in which he was directed to 


ask the concurrence of the House. 
RELIEF TO EAST TENNESSEE. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 


before the House a message from the President of | 
the United States, transmitting an address to the | 


President of the United States and through him 


to both Houses of Congress, on the condition of | 
the people of East ‘Tennessee, and asking atten- | 
tion to the necessity of some action on the part of | 


the Government for their relief, which address is || 
presented by a committee of an organization called | 


the East Tennessee Relief Association. The Pres- 
ident, while deeply commiserating the condition 
of that most loyal and suffering people, states that 
he is unprepared to make any specific recommend- 


| ation for their relief, the military doing its best 


forthem. Theaddress suggests thata direct rail- 
road communication between Knoxville and Cin- 
cinnati, by way of central Kentucky, would be of 
great consequence in the present emergency,and 
the President declares his readiness, with the 
hearty concurrence of Congress, to construct the 
road, both for the relief of those people and for its 


| continuing of military importance. 


The message was referred to the Committee on 


| Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


MILITARY POSITION OF A MEMBER. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House the following message from the 
President: 


To the House of Representatives: 

In obedience to a resolution of your honorable body, a 
copy of which is hereby returned, I have the houor to 
make the following brief statement, which is believed to 
contain the information sought: 

Prior to, and at the meeting of the present Congress, 


| Robert C. Schenck, of Ohio, and_Frank P. Blair, jr., of 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. ThenT hope || 


the House will not second it. 
The question being on seconding the demand | 
for the previous question, 


Missouri, members elect thereto, by and with the consent 
of the Senate held commissions from the Executive as 
major generals in the volunteer army. General Schenck 
tendered the resignation of his said commission and took 
his seat in the House of Representatives at the assembling 
thereof, upon the distinct verbal understanding with the 
Secretary of War and the Executive that le might, at any 
time during the session, at his own pleasure, withdraw 
said resignation and return to the field. General Blair 
was, by temporary agreement with General Sherman, in 


command of a corps through the battles in front of Chat- | 
tanouga, and iv the march to the relief of Knoxville, which | 


occurred in the Jatter days of Decengber last, and of course |! 


| Army. 


tC 


1939 


Was not present at the assembling of Congress. When he 
subsequently arrived here, be sought and was allowed by 
the Secretary of War and the Executive the same cond. 
tions and promise as allowed and made to General Schenck. 
General Schenck has not applied to withdraw his resigna- 
tion, but when General Grant was made lieutenant gen 
eral, producing some change of conmanders, General Biair 
sought to be assigned to command of a corps. This was 
made Known to Generals Grant and Sherman, and assented 
to by them, and the particular corps for him designated 
This was all arranged and understood, as now remenibered, 
as much as a mouth ago; but the withdrawal of General 
Biair’s resignation, and making the order assigning bim to 
the command of a corps, were not consummated at the 
War Department until last week, perhaps on the 23d of 
April, instant, As a summary of the whole, it may be 
stated that General Blair holds no military commission or 
appointment other than herein stated, and that it is be 
lieved he is now acting as major general upon the assumed 
validity of the commission herein stated, and not other 
wise. There are some Jetters, notes, telegrams, orders, 
entries, and perhaps other documents, in connection with 
this subject, which it is believed would throw no additional 
light upon it, but which will be cheerfully furnished if de- 
sired. ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
April 28, 1864. 


Mr. DAWES. 


I move that the message be 


| printed and referred to the Committee of Elee- 


lions, 

Mr.SCHENCK. I observe, much to my sur- 
prise, that my name occurs in the communication 
from the President which has just been read; and 
I think it proper before any reference of it to the 
Committee of Elections that I should make some 
statement in reference to my connection with the 
matter of which it treats. There appears to be 
some misapprehension on the part of the Presi- 
dent. 1 shall content myself with recounting 
briefly the circumstances under which | resigned 
my commission in the Army, and the relation in 
which that placed me to this House. 


Mr. KALBFLEISCH. | desire to know what 


| is before the House that is debatable, 


The SPEAKER. 


The message of the Presi- 


| dent is before the House by unanimous consent, 


and the gentleman from Ohio has the floor. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 1 say that | shall content 
myself with stating what occurred so far as I my- 
self am concerned. I was elected to this Con- 
gress by the people of the third district of Olio 
in the autumn of 1863, in my absence, while en- 
gaged in military service, or rather at a ume 
when, by the chances of war, | happened to be 
disabled, and it wae not certain whether L could 
return to active duty. This forced upon me 
subsequently, when again in command, the ques- 
tion whether I should leave the service and take 
the position tendered me in this body, or decline 
a place here, and leave my constituents to make a 
new election. For some time I doubted what 
it was my duty todo. As the time approached, 
when it became necessary thatit should be known 
whether | was to take my seat asa Representative 
or not, in order that if t declined seasonable op- 
portunity might be given for holding a special 
election to fill the vacancy, I-felt it obligatory 


upon me to decide that question. 


My own preference was to remain with the 
I had gone in for the warand wished to 
see itthrough. My constituents, generally, and 
many other friends in Ohio and elsewhere, desired 
me to take my seat here. Others, whose judg- 
ment accorded with my own personal inclinauon, 
advised and urged me to remain in military ser- 
vice. I had a conversation with the Secretary of 
War upon the subject. I stated tohim that I des 
cidedly preferred, on many accounts, to continue 
in the military service or to return to it, and that 


| I felt unwilling to gointo Congress unless | could 


be sure that if [ wished to return 1 could be re- 


| stored with the same rank and date I had before 
| held. I wastold by the Secretary thatthere would 


be no difficulty he thoughtabout that. Somethir, 


| was said in the course of the conversation about 


the possibility of rescinding at a future time the 
order accepting my resignation, when I should 
wish again to go into the Army; and the sugges- 
tion was made also that | might be reappointed, 
if that should appear to be the proper way of re- 
storing me to my position. There was noagree- 
ment, no distinct understanding, Leiween Mr. 
Stanton and myself as to how it should be done. 

Il remember this clearly, and I know it also 
from the fact that it was my impression then, as 
it is my opinion now, that | would have to be re- 
appointed, The question how was little con- 


| sidered, and was passed by. The Secretary only 
' assured me that it could be arranged and under- 


stood as I desired. He concurred in my opinion 
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that to remove my disqualification for taking a H petroleum. If we should do that then it is pos- | 


seat in Congress, my resignation of my military 
commission mustbeabsolute. It was, of course, 
known that the President would have the power 
to appoint me with the same rank and date | had 
before. Lasked the Secretary of War if it was 
necessary for me to converse with the President 


on the subject before resigning. He suid he | 
thought net; that he would himself speak to the | 


President. 


In a subsequent conversation at the 
Ay 


ir Department, Mr. Stanton informed me that 

d mentioned the subject to the President, and 
Presidentconeurred with him that the matter 

nild be arranged, se that 1 could return to the 
militery service when I desired. Nothing was 

tid about any particular time to which 1 was to 
be limited; whether it was to be during this ses- 
sion of Congress or ata Jater day. I supposed, 
however, that of course it would have to be within 
t might be stated, in general terms, as a rea- 


} ' 


ynable time. 

In t! 14th of November 
last, | tendered to the President my resignation, 
to take effect on the 5th December, 1863. Atthe 
same time, 1n a letter to the Secretary of War, 
inclosing and forwarding the resignation, I re- 
quested that I might be relieved from my com- 
mand as soon thereafter as might be convenient. 
My resignation was accepted, and of that accept- 
anee T received formal notice at Baltimore, on the 
2ist of November, and in pursuance of orders, on 
the Sth of December, there being no other suc- 
cessor assigned, I turned over the command of ny 
department and corps to Brigadier General Lock- 
wood, who was the officer in the department next 
inrank, ‘Thus it was that on the 7th of Decem- 

r last I came here and took my seat as a mem- 
berof the national Legislature, not understanding 
then or now, and not claiming then or now, to be 
ull, in any sense, in the military service. 

One other explanation I am reminded to add 
here, suggested by my friend and colleague on 
the Military Committee, [Mr. Opext.] 1 re- 

‘ived my pay as a major general up to the time 
| left the service, and | have drawn pay as a 


iis state of facts, on the 





member of Congress from the beginning of this | 


session. ’ | have taken no double pay. 1 do not 
believe Lam entitled to it; but if lam I shall not 
take it. 

Mr. Speaker, lL have made these remarks simply 
that there may be no misapprehension as to my 
own views in regard to my relation to this House, 
nnd only because my name and case were al- 
luded to in the message from the President. 

Mr. DAWES demanded the previous ques- 
tion, 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the message was ordered to be printed, 
and referred to the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken; and also moved that the motion to re- 
consider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


INTERNAL REVENUE BILL—AGAIN. 
The SPEAKER. 


mont having reported the bill is entitled to an 
hour to close the debate. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Speaker, I do not pro- 
S,ose to avail myself of that privilege except to 
make afew observations explanatory of thestate of 
the bill now before the House. But first allow me 
to say, in behalf ofthe gentleman from New York, 
{Mr. Sressrms,] that some remarks which were 
made here a few days ago in reference to his po- 
sition as to the tax upon brokers have, pertraps, 
been misunderstood. I desire to say that while 
he was in favor of taxing the brokers to the ex- 
tent that he deemed their business would bear, 
he was not in favor of making it so high’as to be 
regarded as extravagantas I know he would have 
regarded the amendment reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. Speaker, we have raised the tax on refined 
petroleum, as reported in the original bill, from 
twenty cents to twenty-five cents per gallon. In 
addition to that we have placed a tax upon crude 
petroleum of one dollar per barrel, which will 
make it about eqaal to thirty cents per gallon. 
We have also provided fora drawback upon crude 
petroleum. if now the House vote down the 
amendment of five per cent. per gallon it would 
leave the tax twenty cents per gallon upon refined 


The gentleman from Ver- | 
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sible thatthe other tax might be allowed to remain. 
Jut it seems to me to be excessive to allow both 
to remain. I individually hope that the tax on 
crude petroleum will be voted down, and that then 
the drawback will be voted down. 

In relation to railroads, we have stricken out 
the proviso by which they were allowed to charge 
the increase of tax upon passengers and freight. 


| This is a provision that would benefit them to 


| some extent. 


1 suppose it would reach only a 
small number of railroads in the whole country. 


If the provision is suffered to remain it will leave | 
these railroads in the condition they would be | 


without the tax. They ean go up to the maxi- 
mum which they are allowed to do under State 
laws. If this provision be voted down they would 
be subject to the tax without being able to go be- 
yond the maximum. I think we ought to Jeave 


| these roads with the same rights they enjoyed 


| writing. 


ever taxed on this principle or ever will. 
| provision goes upon the principle of taxing a man 
| more because he is richer than another. ‘The very 
| theory of our institutions is entire equality; that 


previous to the tax. 

There is another subject where I fear we may 
have crippled the law, and that is by putting in 
the amendment in relation to the validity of prom- 
issory notes, checks, and other instruments in 
I regard that provision in the present 
law as an important one; and I fear if we solely 
rely on penalties we shall much impair the efii- 
ciency of this part of the act. 


I have a word tosay in respect tothe income tax. 
There is no provision in the bill like that reported | 
On all other | 


from the Committee of the Whole. 
subjects we tax every man alike. We do not 
tax the manufacturer or producer of merchandise 


| a greater percentage because he manufactures or 


No State has 
This 


produces more than his neighbor. 


we make no distinction between the rich man and 
the poor man. The man of moderate means is 
jastas good as the man with more means, but 
our theory of government does not admit that he 
is better, and I regard it as an evidence of the 
spirit of agrarianism to presenta law here which 
shall make any such distinction. It is seizing 


|| property of men for the crime of having too 





coxa 


much. | can speak fairly on this subject because 
I do not belong to this class. We have too few 
rich men in the country to make a distinction 


| that may induce them to expatriate themselves 
| during the season of the large taxation which we 


| are obliged to enforce. 


If like true and loyal 
men they pay as do other men upon all they pos- 
sess, is not that enough? I know of one man 
in this House, who, I believe, has done that, and 
contributed to the comfort of the soldier not less 


| than five times the amount of his taxes in addi- 


| tion. Let us be just. 


, I believe the result of this 
differential system of duties upon men of large 


| wealth will be to make them go abroad in order 


| to escape the taxation. 


my own State I fear it may be so. In this prop- 
osition there seems to me to be something un- 


| just; and I'can say that without any partiality, 


for lam not one of those who will be reached 
by it. ad 
In relation to the bank tax and the additional 


| section adopted on motion of the gentleman from 


Illinois, I really hope the House will vote them 
down, for the reason that we shall reach ‘the 
question of bank taxation in another and inde- 
pendent bill. It isa question of so much import- 
ance that it ought not to be incorporated into 
this bill, for thereby we shall certainly retard its 
progress through the other branch of Congress. 

In relation to the tax of liquors on hand, it has 
been debated and discussed over and over again. 


| "We all of us know it cannot pass the Senate, 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of lilinois. 1 desire to 
know upon what authority the gentleman makes 
that statement. 

Mr. MORRILL. Upon former votes. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. of Hlinois. 1 am ad- 
vised differently, and that the Senate has beén 
greatly enlightened since the former votes were 
taken, and that they will adopt our amendment 
if it is incorporated into the bill. 

Mr. MORRILL. I think the gentleman is 
mistaken. : 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. At any rate 
that is no good argument why the House should 
not impose the tax. 


LOBE. 


On the boundary line of 


_ April 28. 
Mr. MORRILL. I am sure it will ve 


— 


ard the 


| progress of this bill for many days, and | think 


I know whereof I speak as well as the gentleman 
| from Illinois. Gentlemen have made up their 
| record upon this subject. I would be elad to te 

‘ a S* ro 
with them and reach this large amount of revenue 
but I do not believe it would be consistent with 
the principles of fair legislation. I desire that 
this bill shall go forth to the country with noth. 
ing init to which anybody can object as Unjust 
orunegual. I have no further remarks to make 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now read the 
first amendment reported from the Committe; if 
the Whole. 

Mr.J.C.ALLEN. Idesire to ask the gentle. 
man from Vermont whether he proposes to take a 
| vote upon all these amendments one at a time? 
| Mr. MORRILL. I propose to indicate a fay 
| amendments upon which I desire a separate vote 

and then to leave other gentlemen to indicate the 
|| amendments upon which they desire a Separate 

vote, and then to take a vote upon all the rest jn 

a body. 
| Mr.J.C. ALLEN. At this time, or will you 
| wait until the amendments are printed? 

Mr. MORRILL. Now. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair would ask whether 
the amendments shall be considered seriatimn— 
/and there are about five hundred of them—or 
|| whether gentlemen desiring a separate vote upon 
any amendments shall name them, and a vote be 
taken on the remainder in a body? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I suggest that the vote be 

| taken upon each proposition as it is read. 
Mr. MORRILL. Does the gentleman from Ip- 
| diana understand the oe I propose to 
| indicate the several amendments upon which | de- 
sire a separate vote, and then [ am willing that 
other gentlemen shall do the same thing, and afier 
that we take a vote upon all the rest together. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It is understood, however, 
that as the amendments are reported any gentle- 
| man may call for a separate vote? 

The SPEAKER. Unless unanimous consent 
| is given, the amendments must be taken seriatin 

Mr. HOLMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Vermont propose they shall not be reported? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The proposition is that 
every member designate what he desires a sep- 
arate vote upon, and that upon all the other amend- 
ments the vote shal! be taken in a body. 

No objection being made, the proposition was 
agreed to; and under the operation thereof all the 
amendments reported to the House from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
were agreed to, except those upon which a sep- 
arate vote was requested, as appears below: 

On page 116, strike out lines forty-one, forty-two, and 
forty-three, which are as follows: 

And all gas companies are hereby authorized to add the 
| duty or tax imposed by law io the price perthousand cubic 
| feet on gas sold. 

Mr. DEMING called for tellers, 

ry 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The ameudment was disagreed to—ayes 43, 
noes 58. 

Add at the end of the section the following proviso: 

Provided, That so much of the act approved July 11, 
1862, “* making further appropriations for sundry civil ex 
penses of the Government for the year ending 30th June, 
1863, and additional appropriations forthe year ending 30th 
| June, 1862,’ as limits the price to be paid to the Washing 
ton Gas-Light Company per hundred cubic feet of gas tur- 
nished by it to the Government and other consumers, be 
and the same is hereby repealed. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

On page 117, in line sixty-two, after the word “twenty” 
insert ** five ;*’ so that it will read: 

On'®al-illuminating oil and naphtha, benzine, and ben- 
zole, refined, produced by the distillation ofeoal,asphaltum, 
shale, peat, petroleum, or rock oil, and all other bitumin- 
ous substances used for like purposes, a duty of twenty-five 
cents per gallon. 

The amendment was disagreed to—ayes 19, 
noes 73. 

In line sixty-five of the same page and section, strike out 
“twelve” and insert “ fifteen” in lieu thereof; so that the 
proviso will read: 

Provided, ‘That such oil, refined and produced by the dis- 
tillation of coal exclusively, shall be subject to pay a duty 
of fifteen cents per gallon, anything to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

On page 118, at the end of the same section insert “on 
crude petroleum one doliar per bargel.”’ 

The amendment was disagreed to—ayes 43, 
noes 60. 

On page 212, at the end of line thirty-four, insert: 
| And provided further, That there shall be an allowance 
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Or without having thereupon aD adhesive intervened before the £entleman from Michigan 


Stamp to denote Said duty, such Person or Persons s 


hall in 

, , af oe he . asked to have his vote recorded. 

The amendment was disag ‘eed to. cura pe nalty of fifty dollars, and such Nstrument, doeu. on ~ 7 z : Bat 

ah Ollowt — . : ment, or Paper as aloresaid shai] be deemed tvalid ang of Phe SPEA K ER. Phe Chair thinks It 18 not 
Si ke out the + On pang Proviso at the end of Sectionone | ino effect, too late for the £entleman to have his vote re. 
hundred anc ty “age 2: \™), ’ ‘ond ~ -. s : 

Bo. ided, That all such persons, companies, and corpo- The amendinent Was agreed to, : “— d. Tf the motion to Penaider had Been mance 
rations shall have the right to add the duty or tax imposed The next amendment on which a separate vote pnd had been laid “pon the table the Chair might 
lereby to their rates of fare whenever their liability thereto ; 


; have doubt but sent he } loube ti 

. » itn : was demand. d Was to Strike ,¢ oO aa . 7 at = ane “YO a. " 
may commence, any limitations Which may exist by law line ninety.cnc “ ae ie ee a. 118, the gentleman has the right to Correct his vote 
cbs eareneent ane. any para company whice seen iné nine ty-seven, one cent” and Insert “two || g : ; 





' ; ‘SON of B. eo 
have paid or be liable to pay such fare to the contrary not- || cents; go that the clause would read: - Mr. JOHNSON ree ennsylvania, I appeal 
withstanding, On brown or Muscoy; kk far nop - 1 N r . from the decision of the Chair, 
} covado Scar not above No, 15 Dutch The uestior Was taken. ith Reotar “oy 
The amendment was agreed to—a yes seventy. Standard jn color, Produced directly from the SUgar-cane | ~y Westie a Vas taken » 8nd the ¢ ecision Olthe 
(wo, NOS Rot counted. ~ , and not from sorghum or imphee, other than those pro. || Chair was Sustained ag the judgment of the House, 
“633. ye ; ; duced by the refiner, a duty of two Cents per pound, Mr. { PSON'S vote was then recorded in the af- 
On page 156, Section one hundred and fourteen, Strike : 7 2. : he ‘ndmenr- he wv 
outall after the word “* provided” to the end of the Section, Mr. RAN DA i of Pennsyly nia, demanded firmative Upon the ame a Ment; the Vote Stand - 
as follows: That Upon such gains, Profits, or income: * Separate vote on the amendment. | WS—yeas 72, nays 72, 5 é 
which shall be derived from interest upon notes, bonds, or Mr MORRII Uy der t} resent law the || The SPEA KER voted in the negative; 80 the 
securities of the United States, there shall be levied, co}. ‘rp: ae _ © presen aw the amendment Was disa Freed to 
lected, and paid a duty of two and one half of one per cent. || “&X Is the Same. Mr. } UTWE T° : ider t} 
ouly, anything in this act to the contrary hetwithstanding :5 Mr. RANDA LL, of Pennsylvania. I object “Mr. Be “LL. I move ‘0 Feconsider th; 
and insert in liey thereof the following: * That income f 


oe to the gentleman making any remarks unless [ || Vote by which the amendment was disagreed to 
derived from interest upon Notes, bonds, and other Securi. i 


"re >» ! » x i c "4 > » > > ee . 
ties of the United States shall be included in estimating the || have an Opportunity to reply. I will enswer the || a . EAKER, Did the Sentleman rom Mas 
income under this section.» . || Sentleman if I have an Opportunity, “Mc, BOUT Wied beevailing side? 

| The Spr (ER bate is ity’ ertlan Mr, ' id not, 

The amendment was agreed to. The SPEAKER. Debate is noi In order. ‘ 


TRRNAN We ‘he SPEAKER The 
a eee : || Mr. KERN AN called for the yeas and nays on The SPEA KER. Then the gentleman has no 
The SPEAKER. The "extamendment upon | the amendment. 7 right to make the motion. 


Which @ separate vote has been Called for jg the 


0 he yeas and nays were ordered. fr. A.M YERS. | desire toask why the gen- 
one In relation to banks adopted by the Commit- The question was taken; and it was decided in || tleman from Massachusetts could not Move to 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union this the negative—se 71 '3 72; as follows. reconsider ? 

: i ] 2 —yeas 7 » NAYS 72; as fH ows: 9 ++, ae : 
morning on the motion of the Sentleman from Lj. || YEAS— Mose). Alley, Allison ‘dg ediet we The SE EAK ER. Because the Sentleman did 
; . i 7 | “4i0— Messrs, / V5 son, 4 SS, Anders . | , ; 
nos, (Mr. E ARNSW ORTH. | D. Baldwin. Baxter, Beaman, Blaine. Jacob B. Blair, Blow, not vote Upon the prevailing side. 
Mr. GANSON, [ demand the yeas and Nays || Beutwer, Brandegee. Broomall. William G, Brown, Cobb? || Mr. A. MYERS. How was there ANY prevail- 
on that amendment. || Cote, Creswell, Henry Winter Davis, Dawes 


lhe yeas and Nays were Ordered, 

The question was taken; and it was decided In 
thie atlirmative—yeas 78, Nays 64; as follows: 

\ EAS—Mosggrg. James ©, Allen, Williem J. Allen, Al- 


. = he Eckley, En? , ecules | ing side when the Vote was a tie vote, and the 
‘xon, Donnelly, riggs, Eckley, E tot, Farnswort »Fen- || o 7 ao eat akin, WR ad 
ton, Garfield, Grinne}}, Higby, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asahe| peaker merely voted to de cide the matte r: 
W. Hubbard’ John H. Hubbard, Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, The SPEAK ER, The Prevailing side Was the 
Celley, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Longyear. negative; the vote of theS eaker made it the ore- 
| € ‘ £ I } 


| MeBride,MeCiurg. Metndoe, Samuel F, Miller, Moorhead, vailing side. The Chair States that he usually 
ley, Allison, Ames. Ancona, Anderson, Arnold, Augustus |) Morrill, Danie} Morris, Amos Myers, Norton, Orth, Perham, ; 


C. Baldwin Jacob B Blair Brandegee William G Brown Pike, Pomeroy, Price, William * randall, hessander ms jae yi. eye -_ mee Sas Poe 
» De oi . é ; 1 » > 21] pe. A 4 bs ? "tat ’ ro " ‘ 
Cobb, Cox, Cravens, Henry Winte; Davis, Dawson, Den. || Rice, John H. Rice, Edward H. R Mins, Schen, k, Shan vote aughter 


‘on, Donnelly, Driggs. BE en, Farnswo ‘i rar- || 2ON, Stoan, Smith, Spaiding, Stevens, Thayer, William B, || Mr, O'NEILL of Penns lvania. l rise to a 

fi 1d. Grider, Hat ees Ea Hidvieeae Holman Woeet! || Washburn, wy haley, Wilder, YW ilson, and Windom—7j, || Privileged ¢ uestion I move io reconsider the voto 

Philip Johnson William Johnson Julian Kelley. Prana? | NAYS—Mesgrs. James C, Allen, William J. Allen, An- a? 1 f 2 , 

w Kelloge Knapp, I aw, Le Blond cae I < meee II Elder erOoks; Chanier, Clay Cont Pawson, Denison, Bden by which the amendment Was disagreed to. 

vear, Marcy. McAllister, Monee” Meclurg, MoD ons I Eldridge, Finck, Ganson, Grider, Griswold. Hali, Harding, Mr. RANDA LL, of Pennsylvania. I move 

McKinney, Wiliam H. Niller, James R. Mortis, Morrison. || Pip sas Charles a ies rmrrick, iene Hutchins, to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

Noble. No : No a .P ce, S; : E an. |/ a) ip : ODnson, ‘illam 0 inson, a eisch, ernan, " ° ‘ te > Vea: 

dll, Winiane ysoH ON Alexander Bal ton? || By meine “agent Le Blond oan Mean Ye on tate: Tak or the jae” ang 

James S$. Rollins. Ross, Schenck, Sloan. Smith. Stiles’ || Marvin, McAllister, McDowell, McKinney, William 4. | Nays on that motion. 

Strouse. Stuart. Thomas. Elihu B. Washburne, Webster’ | Miller, James R. Morris, Morrison, Leonard Myers, Nel. | he yeas and DAYS were Ordered, 

Whaley, Wheeler. Chilton A, White, Joseph Ww. White, |} 80n, Noble, Odell, Charies O Neill, John O'Neill, Pendie- | Mr. I IORRIL vr.’ the time fora reocass hag 
‘illiams, Wilson, Windom, awd Yeaman—7a, af ton, Perry, Radford, Samuel J, Randall, Robinson, James 


|S. Rollins, Ross, Scofield, John B. Steele, William G, || nearly arrived | desire to say before the vote com- 


vAYS *ssrs. Baily, J - B; ‘in, Baxte Pa- ; ; 
ay on, Het aah ly Bae, | Steele, Stiles, Strouse, Stuart, Thomas, Voorhees, Ward, mences that | hope this bill may be considered in 
Cole, Creswell, Dawes, Deming. Eckley, Eldridge, Eliot? | Elihu B, Washburne, Webster. Wheeler, Chitton A. White, Preference to all other business to-night; and that 


Fenton, Ganson, Grinnell, Griswold, Herrick. Higby. | Joseph Ww. W hite, Williams, Winfield, Fernando Wood, we shall not take a recess at the usual hour. 
Hotchkiss, Asahei W, Hubbard, John H. Hubbard, Jenckes’ }; aud ¥ “aman—72, T 


i : I J | ae a Pe ' ||, TheSPEAKE - To-night has been set apart 
flan, lagna alg, an ie ~ j} 0 the amendme nt was rejected. y the unanimous consent of the House for the 
ze a : ec Ry Sa B ° mm .4 ead, . * . ’ 
fy ; = consideration of the business of the Committee 
, | 


nt) Charles O>Neil}, Patterson, Pendieton, Perham, Perry. reconsider the vote by which the amendment was || on Indian Affairs, 


Pomeroy, Price. Radford, John 4. Rice, Edward iy. Rol rejected; and also moved to lay the motion to re- Mr, WINDOoM. I do not desire to haye that 


lins, Shannon, Spalding, Jong B, Steele, William G. Steele, | Consider On the table. 


Morrill, Danie] Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Nel- 1 Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
| 
Stevens, Thayer, Upson, Voorhees, Ward, William B, |} 


ul || business Interfere with this, if we can have the 
Washburn, Wilder, Winfield, and Fernanda Wood—64, * | a At maja I am for the yeas and Ye | remainder of the evening session for Our business. 
So the amendment was agreed to. | Upon the motion to ay the motion to reconsider || Mr. MORRIL ery well, then. | ask the 
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= 
° 
we 
° 
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: | On thé table. The vote was 80 close that | think 
Mr, FARNSWoRTH moved to reconsider th Ij we had better have another vote upon it, 


vote by which the amendment wag agreed to; || Mr. RANDALL 
and also Moved to lay the Motion to reconsider 


ent of the House that there be no 


! recess; and that there be no evening session for 
» of Pennsylvania. I with- || other business. 


| draw the motion to reconsider. | Mr. ROSs. I object to that, 
on the table, | The next amendment on Which a Separate vote The SPEAKER. The Chair wi} then submit 
he latter motion was agreed to. I Was asked was on, Page 119, to increase the duty the question to the House, The majority have the 
Mr, WHALRY. I move to reconsider the || on Sugar from two to three cents Per pound. | tight to decide it. 
vole by which the amendment reported by the || © MOtion was disagreed to, Mr. MORRILL. I hope there will be no ob. 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union I 


Mr. UPSON. I desire to Say that on the Vote || jection to MY proposition. It is merely that the 


'Ncreasing the duty on coal oil from twelve to fif- | just taken J voted “ay.” find that My vote has Touse shal] Continue upon thig business as long 


teen cents a gallon was agreed to, | noe been recorded. j ask thatit may be recorded || as it shall see fit, and that the evening sessio;, be 
L H ij 


Mr, SCOF} - I move to lay the motion |! jy the affirmative. devoted to no other business. 
'0 reconsider on the tabie, 1 Several Menerns. Too late. | Mr. Cox, ope there will be no recess, but 
‘he latter Motion wag agreed to, | The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is not || that the House wil adjourn, and that we shail 

The next amendment of the Committee of the |) too late. have vo more nigh? sessions, 
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| Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. Does the The Proposition of Mr, Morr was agreed to, 
“Parate vote wag demanded was to strike out | Chair decide that the Sentleman has the right to The vote was then taken on Mr. Ranparn’s 
“three,” on Page 127, and to insert in lieu thereof | Correct his vote now? Motion to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
‘five, 55 that it would read: ' The SPEAKER. The Clerk y ill read from the table; and it was decided jn the negative—yeas 
‘ On gold, pliver, and quicksilver, Produced from quartz || om Ch i ndonee n 8, nays 73; as follows: 
nes, from beds of rivers, from the earth, or in any other The Cler read, as follows: FRAG. Stic ©. : . se 7B 8, 
way or nen, & duty of five per cent. ad valorem. “Al proceedings of the House subsequent to the erro- PR Cay Ci am Pete BAY Tron , 


Mr, HIGBY demanded a Separate vote, and | 


ij} N€ous announcement of a vote, which would have been Finck, Ganson, Grider, mold, a vigdling, Harring. 
lle {} itregular if such vote had been correctly announced, are to ton, Benjamin G. Harris derrick olman, Ulchins, 
“aed for the yeas and nays. |} S€ treated as a nullity and are not to be entered on the Philip Johnson, William Johnson, ‘Kalbfteisch, Kernan, 
The yeas and nays ta not ordered. | Journal.» || King, Knapp, Law, Lazear, Le Blond, Loan, Long, Marcy, 
© question WaS taken: and there ere, o | r . . |M rvin, MeAlilister, MeDowel] McKinney, William 1) 
division—~ayoe 72 noes 24. warn ] Mr. JOHNSON sof Pennsylvania, That simply Miller, James R. Morris, Morrison. Nelson, Noble, Odell, 
© the amendment Was agreed to || @pplies to a mistake of the Chair in “nnouneing || jonn O'Neill, oligo Same 7. Nate) Rob 
7 rote. inson, James 8. Ro ins, Ross, s 2#0nn B. Steele, yy ji. 
The neXt amend ent on whicha “3 ca oht liam G. Steele, Stiles, Strouse, Stuart Thomas, Voorhees, 
Was demanded was Strike out the one nye | The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that when Ward, Elibu B. Washburne, Webster Wheeler, Chilton 
5 me Mundred || ® gentleman is Present and votes, he has ther ight A. White, Joseph W.Whi » Williams, Wintieid, Fernando 

= fifty-first Section, as follows: | to have his Vote recorded. Wood, and Yeaman—6g, 


g - 
Sec, 15) pom ih, further enacted, "That if any person || Mr. RANDALI® of Pennsylvania. I wantto } | NAYS—Mesers, Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Join 
Persons shalj make, sign, and iss j 


is . , lair, 
he Ue, Or issue Or cause to Suggest to the Speaker that subsequent tothean. | D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, Jacob. B Blai 


ade, Signed, and issued, any instrnment, documen Blow, Boutwell, Brandegee, Broomall, William G. Brown, 
or ae Of any kind or description whatsoever, Without the nouncement oft 1€ Vote an amendment Was taken Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Cole, Creswell, He 


ary Winter Da 
Driggs, Exc kKley, . 


"ue being uly stamped for denoting the duty hereby in, UP and voted upon. Other business therefore had vis, Dawes, Deming, Dixon, Donnelly, 
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Eliot, Farnsworth, Fenton, Garfield, Grinnell, Higby, 
flooper, Hotchkiss, Asnhel W. Hubbard, Jobn H. Hub- 
bard, Jenckes, Juliang Kasson, Kelicy, Francis W. Kellogg, 
Orlando Kellogg, Longyear, McBride, McClurg, MeIndoe, 
Samuel P,. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Daniel Morris, 
Sines Myers, Leonard Myers, Norton, Charies O'Neill, 
Orth, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, William 
H. Randall, Alexander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Edward H. 


Rollins, Schenck, Scofield, Shannon, Sloan, KT Ste- | 


vens, Thayer, Upson, William B. Washburn, 


Vilder, Wil- 
son, and Windom—75. 


So the motion to reconsider was not laid on the | 


tuble, 
‘The question then recurred on the motion to 
reconsider, 


Mr. DAWSON demanded the yeas and nays. || 


Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania, demanded 


tellers on the yeas and nays. 


Tellers were not ordered; and the yeas and || 


nuys were not ordered. 

Mr. ROSS. I rise to a privileged question. 
The time has arrived for taking a recess under 
the order of the House. 

The SPEAKER. | It was agreed some time ago 
by the House that we should go on with this bill 
until itwasdeemed fitto adjourn or to takea recess. 

Mr. ROSS. lLdid not hear that, or I would have 
objected to it, 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. Under the | 
decision of the Chair the gentleman has the right || 


to go back and change the vote. 


| 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think | 
the cases are parallel, if the gentleman does. 

er . . i 

Ihe gentleman from Illinoiscan move to adjourn | 


or to take a recess. 

Mr. ROSS. I move that the House take a 
recess until seven o’clock p. m. 

Mr. COX. I hope we will not take a recess, 
but go through with this bill, and then adjourn. 

Che motion was disagreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes 60, noes 65. 

The motion to reconsider was then agreed to. 

‘The question recurred on the amendment of 
the Commitiee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union in reference to the tax on sugar, raising it 
from one to two cents. 

Mr. FINCK demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 75, nays 66; as follows: 

YEAS—Mersrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Arnold, 
Johu D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Biaine, Jacob B. Blair, 
Biow, Boutwell, Brandegee, Broomall, William G. Brown, 
Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Cole, Creswell, Heury Wiuter 
Davis, Dawes, Deming, Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, Eckley, 
Eliot, Farnsworth, Fenton, Garfield, Grinnell, Uigby, 
Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, John H. Hubbard, 
Jeuckes, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Or- 
lando Kellogg, Longyear, McBride, McCiurg, Mclndoe, 
Samuel F. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Daniel Morsjs, Amos 
Myers, Leonard Myers, Norton, Charlee O’Neifi, Orth, 
Patterson, Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, William H. Ran- 
dall, Alexander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, 
Schenck, Shannon, Sloan, Spalding, Stevens, Thayer, Up- 
son; William B. Washburn, Wilder, Wilson, and Win- 
dom—75. 


NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ancona, Baily, Augus- 


tus C. Baldwin, Brooks, Chanler, Cox, Dawson, Denison, | 


Eden, Finck, Ganson, Grider, Griswold, Hall, Harding, 


Harrington, Benjamin G. Harris, Herrick, Holman, Hutech- |} 


ins, Phiitp Johnson, William Johnson, Kernan, King, 
Knapp, Law, Lazear, Le Biond, Loan, Long, Marcy, Mar- 
vin, McAllister, Mc Dowell, McKinney, William H. Miller, 
James KR. Morris, Morrison, Nelson, Noble, John O'Neill, 
Pendleton, Perry, Radford, Samuel J. Randall, Robinson, 
Ross, Seofield, Smith, John B. Steele, William G. Steele, 


Stiles, Strouse, Stuart, Thomas, Voorhees, Ward, Elibu | 


B. Washburne, Webster, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, 
Joseph W. White, Williams, Winfield, and Fernando 
W ood-~—66. . 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Daring the vote, 


Mr. ELDRIDGE, having been called out of the | 


Tlouse, asked leave to vote. 

Objection was made, 

Mr. ELDRIDGE stated that he would have 
voted in the negative. 

The reading of the names, by unanimous con- 
sent, was dispensed with. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

And then, on motion of Mt. FENTON, the 
House took a recess until seven o’clock p. m. 





EVENING SESSION. 

The House resumed its session at seven o’clock 
p. m.; and a quorum not appearing, on motion 
of Mr. MORRILL, a further recess was taken for 
fifieen minates. 

HEIRS OF JOIN FONDA, ETC. 


Mr. PRICE, (after the House reassembled ,) 
by unanimous consent; from the Committee’ on 


— 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| Revolutionary Pensions, moved that that com- 
| mittee be discharged from the further considera- 
| tion of the petitions of the heirs of John Fonda 
|| for half pay, Lydia Lillie for Elias Robeson for 
| back pay, and of Isaiah Tiffany for half pay, and 
| that they be returned to the parties presenting 
| them. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MEMBERS IN THE MILITARY SERVICE. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I ask unanimous consent 
of the House to submit the following resolution: 


| 
| 
| 
i} 
1} 
| 
cate to this House copies of all “letters, notes, telegrams, 
orders, entries,”? or * other documents,’’ which are referred 


|} Which have connection with the answer made by him in 

that message to the resolution requesting him to inform the 

|, House whether Francis P. Brarr, jr., of Missouri, holds 
| now any appointment or commission in the military ser 
| vice of the United States. 


Mr. DAWSON. I object. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Speaker, I am sorry 


|| that objection was made by the gentleman from 


| Peunsylvania [Mr. Dawson] to my offering the | 


|| resolution asking for further information from the 
|| President; but as | have general consent of the 
House to make anexplanation I will state the rea- 


President, in the message sent here this morning, 


munication, but 


Mr.DAWES. Lunderstand thatthe gentleman 





draw it, 
Mr. DAWSON. I withdraw it. 

|| Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. I renew it upon 
|| the ground of public good. I think, sir, it is in- 
|| opportune to offer the resolution now, 
TheSPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
| when the House is notacting under the previous 
| question the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 








House. 
Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. I understand it 


formation. [havea resolution inmy desk which 
has been lying there for three weeks, calling upon 
| the President for information. 
| Mr. SCHENCK. 1 call the member from 
| New York (Mr. Fernanpo Woop] to order. | 
have the floor by general consent of the House, 
| and I have not yielded it to him to make objec- 
| tion, or for anything else. 
| ‘The SPEAKER. That is true. 
| Mr. SCHENCK. And I yielded it to the gen- 
| tleman from Massachusetts, who asked the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania to withdraw his ob- 
|| jection, which he did. When [ was about to 
| proceed the member from New York had no right 
| to occupy the floor. 
| The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not en- 
| tirely correct. The gentleman from New York 
| has a right to raise a question of order, as any 
other member has. 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. But thatdoes 
not take the gentleman from Ohio off the floor. 

Mr. SCHENCK. The member from New 
York has no right while 1 am on the floor by 
permission of the House to make any objection. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. I objected to the 
introduction of the resolution, and not to his re- 
marks. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Well, sir, | make a-point 
of order; and the point which L make is this: that 
the member from New York has not the right to 
take the floor from me even to make an objection 
while | am on the floor. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. I object to the 
|| gentleman proceeding except in order. He can- 
|| not proceed except by unanimous consent. 

|| TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
|| yielded to the gentleman trom Massachusetts, 
|| [Mr. Dawes,] and the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts appealed to the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia to withdraw his objection to the introduction 
of the resolution. The Chaig thinks the gentle- 
man from New York has a right to renew the ob- 
jection, but the gentleman from Ohio is speaking 
vy the consent of the House and that consent can- 
‘| not be withdrawn. 


| 





| 
| 


| 








Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- || 


to by him in his message sent to the House this day, and | 


son why I desired such a resolution to pass. The | 


makes the remark that there are various ‘* letters, | 
notes, telegrams, orders, entries, and other docu- | 
ments’? which relate to the subject of that com- | 


from Pennsylvania objected to the introduction | 
of the resolution. Ll hope the gentleman will with- | 


Dawes] might offer it as a matter of privilege, as | 
itrelates to the question of membership in the | 


is aresolution calling upon the President for in- | 


He renewed the objection of 





————— RC 


April 28, 
Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. Then | hope he 
will proceed civilly and courteously, or notat all, 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not out of 
|| order at present. 
| Mr. SCHENCK. I was saying, Mr. Speaker 
| that the President, in his message of this morning 
|, speaks of letters, notes, telegrams, entries, orders. 
| and other documents relating to this arrangement 
|| about withdrawing resignations. He does no: 
)| however, send those papers here, because jn his 
| opinion they would not throw any other light 
| upon the subject than the message gives. 
Now, lest there may be some misapprehensioy 
| in supposing that any of those letters, notes, te). 
egrams, or orders relate to me, and with a desire 
|| also to know what they are, and to see if they 
| give any additional information which miglit 
properly goto the Committee of Elections, | pro. 
| posed my resolution. But it is not admitted. | 
will therefore avail myself of the indulgence of 
the House to say at this time, in addition to my 
statement of this morning, that, so far as | know 
| or can remember, there is no document of any 
kind, no scratch of a pen relating to any negoti- 
atron of an arrangement in which | was or am 
| concerned. I related to the House this morning 
|| all that took place between the Secretary of War 
and myself in regard to this matter. It was all 
|| verbal, and I wish it understood, as from the mes- 
sage it might possibly not otherwise be, that there 
was no connection of any kind between the mat- 
|| ters relating to Mr. Blair and myself; I mean no 
|| arrangement jointly made, or in which we were 
|| concerned together. 


| 
| 


1 
i 





LANDS IN MISSOURI. 
|| Mr. WINFIELD, by unanimous consent, in- 


|| troduced a bill concerning certain locations of 
'| lands in the State of Missouri; which was read a 
|| first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
|| mittee on Private Land Claims. 


INTERNAL REVENUE BILL—AGAIN. 


| The House resumed the consideration of the 
| internal revenue bill, and the amend ments reported 
|| thereto by the Committee of the Whole on the 
| state of the Union. 

|| ‘The amendments came up, and were disposed 
| of in their order, as follows: 

| Page 119, line one hundred, strike out “ two” and insert 
“three 3”? so that the clause will read: 

On all clarified or refined sugars above No. 15, Dutch 

standard in color, produced directly from the sugar-cane, 
}| and not from sorghum or imphee, a duty of three cents per 
| pound. 
| Mr. MORRILL. We oughtto reconsider our 
|| action on thatsection. Having now restored the 
tax on brown sugar to three cents, it becomes ne- 

cessary to restore the tax on refined sugar to the 
| same point, 
| Mr WASHBURNE, of Illinois. And put 
the same tax on the rich man’s sugar that you do 
on the poor man’s? 

Mr. MORRILL. Certainly. I move to re- 
consider the vote by which that amendment was 
disagreed to. 
|| The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 
|| Thequestion recurred on agreeing to the amend- 
ment reported by the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union; and being put, the 
| amendment was agreed to—ayes sixty-four, noes 
not counted. 

On page 119, line one hundred and four, strike out the 
word * one” and insert “* two ;”’ so that the clause will read: 

On the gross amount of the sales of sugar refiners, |"- 
cluding all the products of their manufactories or refin- 


eries,a duty of two and a half of one per cent. ad valorem; 
&e. 


Mr. RADFORD demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The ae was taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 60, nays 47; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Arnold, Baily, 
Baxter, Beaman, Boutwell, Boyd, Broomall, William G. 
Brown, Cole, Dawes, Sah Donnelly, Driggs, Eliot, 
Farnsworth, Garfield, Grinnell, Higby, Asalel W. Hubbard, 
John H. Hubbard, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Orlando Ke!l- 
logg, Loan, Longyear, Marvin, McBride, McClurg, Melb- 
doe, Samuel F. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Daniel Morris, 
Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Norton, Charies O'Neill, 
Perham, Pomeroy, Price, William H. Randall, John H. Rice, 
Edward H. Rollins, Schenck, Scofield, Sloan, Spalding, 
Thayer, Upson, Elihu B. Washburne, William B. Wasli- 
burn, Webster, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, and Windom 
—60. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An- 
cona, Augustus C. Baldwin, Blaine, Brooks, Chanler, Cox, 
Seaieen, Haein Denison, Eden, ae. Finck, Gan- 
son, Griswold, Harding, Harrington, errick, Holman, 
Hooper, William Johason, Kernan, Lezzer, Marcy, McA! 


| 
} 





| 





} 
| 
} 











lob+ 





jister, Je 
O'Neill, 
John B. 
Thomas, 
Fernand 
So tl 
Mr. 
Mr. K 
count ¢ 
Mr. 
this qu 
On pa 
followin 
On al 
standard 
and not 
pound. 


The 


On pa 
word **s 
package 

On su 
part of s 
of two ¢ 
ing torty 
when ex 
or packé 
per cent 

The 

On pa 
“one de 
will rea 

On pi 

The 

In sec 
“one” i 

Sec. | 
firm, or 
Ing, pos 
ment of 
or build 
plays, on 
to the p 
acrobati 
or used 
tions, sl 
on the g 
hrm, co 
plays, o1 

The 
noes 3 

Mr. 

Mr. 
and na 

Tell 

The 

The 

The 
ported 
state o 
are tw 
gentler 
W oop 
man fr 
will ne 

Ind b 
duction 
ou whit 
a duty ¢ 
lor sale 
be subj 


Jurther, 


shall no 
on hance 


Mr. 

The 

The 
the aff 

YEA\ 
Arnold, 
seamar 
Cobb, ¢ 
Donnell 
der, Gr 
Hubbar 
Kellogg 
McCius 
James | 
Pike, P 
H. Rol 
‘Thoma: 
burn, V 
Wood, 

NAY 
Brooks, 
Henry 
Garfiele 
Holimar 
ley, La 
McKin 
Myers, 
Pendle 
Alexan 
G. Stee 
Wheek 
and W 


So | 





ur 
he 
\e- 


he 


ul 
do 


eae aang aa nn 
jister, James R. Morris, Morrison, Nelsou, Odell, John 
O'Neill, Pendleton, Radford, Samuel J. Randail, Ross, 
John B. Steele, William G. Steele, Stiles, Strouse, Stuart, 
yhomas, Ward, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Winfield, 
Fernando Wood, and Yeaman—47. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ODELL stated, during the roll-call, that 


Mr. Kavarveiscu had been called home on ac- 
count of a death in his family. 

Mr. STEVENS stated that he was paired on 
this question with Mr, Fenton. 


On page 119, after line one hundred and one, insert the 
following : 

On ail clarified or refined sugar above No. 18 Dutch 
standard in color, produced directly from the sugar-cane, 
and not from sorghum or imphee, a duty of four cents per 
pound. 


The amendment was agreed to, 


On page 119, line one hundred and cighteen, after the 
word * sold,’ at the end of the line, insert “ by the box, 
package, or;’’ so that the clause will read : 

On sugar candy and all confectiouery made wholly or in 
part of sugar, valued at not exceeding twenty cents, aduty 
of two cents per pound ; exceeding twenty and not exceed- 
ing forty cents per pound, a duty of four cents per pound ; 
when exeeeding forty cents per pound, or sold by the box 
or package, or otherwise than by the pound, a duty of ten 
per cent. ad valorem. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

On page 124, line two hundred and forty-six, strike out 
“one dollar? and insert ** two dollars ;” so that the clause 
will read: 

Ou pig iron, a duty of two dollars per ton. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


In section one hundred and eleven, line ten, strike out 
“one”? and insert * two;”? so that the section will read: 

Sec. lll. And he it further enacted, That any person, 
firm, or corporation, or the manager or agent thereof, own- 
ing, possessing, or leasing, or having the care or manage- 
ment of any theater, opera, circus, museum, or other place 
or building Where dramatic or operatic representations, 
plays, or performances, or musical entertainments, are open 
to the public for pay, or where feats of horsemanship or 
acrobatie sports are exhibited, but not including halls rented 
or used for occasional concerts or theatrical representa- 
tions, shall be subject to and pay a duty of two per cent. 
on the gross amount of all receipts derived by such person, 
firm, Company, or corporation trom such representations, 
plays, or performances, or musical entertainments; &c. 


The question was put; and there were—ayes 56, 
noes 36. 

Mr. HOOPER demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. SCOFIELD called for tellers on the yeas 
and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. All of the amendments re- 
ported by the Committee of the Whole on the 


state of the Union have ndw been acted on. There | 


are two amendments reserved, that offered by the 
gentleman from New York, (Mr. Fernanpo 
W oop,] and the substitute offered by the gentle- 
man from Lilinois, (Mr. Wasusurne.] The vote 


will now be taken on the substitute, as follows: 
! 


Ind be it further enacted, Thatall spirits of domestic pro- 


duction and held for sale on the Ist day of May, 1864, and | 
ou which no tax shall have been paid, shall be subject to | 


a duty of fifty cents per gallon; and all such spirits on hand 
lor sale on which a prior duty shall have been paid, shall 
be subject to a duty of thirty cents per gallon: Provided 


Jurther, That bona fide retail dealers in spirits, duly licensed, 
shall not be taxed on their stock on hand, whose quantity | 


on hand does not exceed two barrels. 


Mr. UPSON demanded the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 68, nays 63; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. William J. Allen, Alley, Allison, Ames, 


Arnold, Augustus C. Baldwi . Baldwin, Baxter, |! reas 

; gus Cc ald n, John D Baidwin, Baxter, 1} NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen. An- 
|| cona, Brooks, Chanler, Cox, Dawson, Denison, Eden, 
Donnelly, Driggs, Eden, Eliot, Farnsworth, Ganson, Gri- | 


Beaman, Boutwell, Boyd, Brandegee, William G. Brown, 
Cobb, Cole, Creswell, Dawes, Dawson, Deming, Dixon, 


der, Grinnell, Hotchkiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, John H. 
Hubbard, Julian, Kasson, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando 
Kellogg, Kernan, Loan, Longyear, McAllister, McBride, 
McCiurg, Samuel F. Miller, Moorhead, Daniei Morris, 
James R. Morris, Amos Myers, Norton, Odell, Perham, 
Pike, Price, William H. Randall, John H. Rice, Edward 
H. Rollins, Ross, Scofield, Spalding, John B. Steele, 
lhomas, Upson, Elihu B. Washburne, William B. Wash- 
burn, Webster, Williams, Wilson, Windom, Fernando 
Wood, and Yeaman—68. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ancona, Baily, Blaine, 
Brooks, Broomall, Chanler, Freeman Clarke, Cox, Cravens, 
Henry Winter Davis, Denison, English, Fenton, Finck, 
Garfield, Griswold, Harding, Harrington, Herrick, Higby, 
Holman, Hooper, Philip Johnson, William Johnson, Kel- 
ley, Law, Lazear, Marcy, Marvin, McDowell, McIndoe, 
McKinney, William H. Miller, Morrill, Morrison, Leonard 
Myers, Nelson, Noble, Charles O’Neill, John ONeill, Orth, 


Pendleton, Perry, Pomeroy, Radford, Samuel J. Randall, || 


Alexander H. Rice, Schenck, Shannon, Sloan, William 
G. Steele, Stevens, Stiles, Strouse, Stuart, Thayer, Ward, 
Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Joseph W. White, Wilder, 
and Winfield—63. 


So the substutute was agrecd to. 


THE CONGRE 


The question recurred on the amendment as 
amended. 


Mr. ANCONA called for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. ‘ 
Mr. HOLMAN. I move that the House do 


now adjourn. 
The motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 
of the House. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is notin order 
under the previous quesuon unless, on actual 
count, a quorum is not found to be present. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 72, nays 62; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. William J. Allen, Alley, Allison, Ames, 
Arnold, Augustus C. Baldwin, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, 
Beaman, Boutwell, Boyd, Brandegee, William G. Brown, 
Chanler, Cobb, Cole, Creswell, Dawes, Dawson, Deming, 
Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, Eckley, Eden, Eliot, Farnsworth, 
Ganson, Grinnell, Hotchkiss, Asabel W. Hubbard, John 
H. Hubbard, Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, Francis W. Kellogg, 
Orlando Kellogg, Kernan, Loan, Longyear, McAllister, 
McBride, McClurg, Samus F. Miller, Moorhead, Daniel 
Morris, Morrison, Amos Myers, Norton, Odell, Perham, 
Pike, Price, William H. Randall, John H. Rice, Edward 
H. Rollins, Ross, Scofield, Shannon, Sloan, Spalding, John 
B. Steele, Thomas, Upson, Elihu B. Washburne, William 

|| B. Washburn, Webster, Williams, Wilson, Windom, Fer- 
nando Wood, and Yeaman—72. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ancona, Baily, Blaine, 
Brooks, Broomall, Freeman Clarke, Cox, Cravens, Deni 
| son, English, Fenton, Finck, Garfield, Grider, Griswold, 
|| Harding, Harrington, Herrick, Higby, Holman, Philip 
|| Johnson, William Johnson, Kelley, King, Law, Lazear, 

Le Blond, Marcy, Marvin, McDowell, McIndoe, McKin- 
ney, William H. Miller, Morrill, James R. Morris, Leonard 


Pendleton, Perry, Pomeroy, Radtord, Samuel J. Randall, 


Stiles, Strouse, Stuart, Thayer, Ward, Wheeler, Chilton 
A. White, Joseph W. White, Wilder, and Winfield—62. 


So the amendment,as amended, was agreed to. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the amendment as 
amended was agreed to; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third ume. 

Mr. MORRILL moved the previous question 
on the passage of the bill. 


main question ordered, 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD called for the yeas 
and nays on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


the affirmative—yeas 102, nays 33; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Arnold, Baily, Au- 
gustus C. Baldwin, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, 


liam G. Brown, Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Cole, Cravens, Cres- 
well, Henry Winter Davis, Dawes, Deming, Dixon, Don- 
nelly, Driggs, Eckley, Eliot, Euglish, Farnsworth, Fenton, 


ing, Higby, Holman, Heoper, Hotchkiss, Asahel W. Hub- 
bard, John H. Hubbard, Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, 
| Longyear, Marvin, McAllister, McBride, McClurg, McIn- 
doe, Samuel F. Miller, M@rhead, Morrill, Daniel Morris, 
| Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Nelson, Norton, Odell, 








| Charles O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, 
Price, Radford, Samuel J. Randall, William H. Randall, 
Alexander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, 


Steele, William G. Steele, Thayer, Thomas, Upson, Eliliu 
B. Washburne, William B, Washburn, Webster, Wheeler, 
Williams, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, Winfield, aud Yea- 
man—102. 


| 
| 
| Schenck, Scofield, Shannon, Sioan, Spalding, John B. 
i 
' 


| Finck, Harrington, Herrick, Philip Johnson, William John 
son, Law, Le Blond, Marcy, McDowell, McKinney, James 


R. Morris, Morrison, Noble, John O’Neill,Pendieton, Perry, | 


Ross, Stiles, Strouse, Stuart, Ward, Chiriton A. White, 


During the roll-call, 

Mr. ASHLEY stated that he was paired off on 
all questions with Mr. Encerron. 

Mr. DAWES stated that his colleague, Mr. 
|| Goocn, was absent on public business, and was 
| paired off with Mr. Sweat. He did not know 
|| how the gentleman from Maine would have voted 
|| on this bill, but his colleague would certainly have 
|| voted in the affirmative. 
| Mr. STEELE, of New Jersey, stated that his 
| colleague, Mr. Mipperown, had been called home 
by business of importance. 
| “Mr. MILLER, of Pennsylvania, stated that he 
|| was paired off with his colleague, Mr. Tracy. 

Mr. BAXTER stated that his colleague, Mr. 


| 
| So the bill was passed. 
| 


SSIONAL GLOBE, 


I move that there be a call || 


Myers, Nelson, Noble, Charles O’ Neill, John O'Neill, Orth, || 


Alexander R. Rice, Schenck, William G. Steele, Stevens, || 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 


The question was taken; and it was decided in 


Blaine, Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, Brandegee, Broomall, Wil- | 


Ganson, Garfield, Grider, Grinnell, Griswold, Hall, Hard- | 


Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Kernan, King, Loan, | 


1943 


W oopsringe, was absent on account of sickness 
in his family. 


Mr. FENTON stated that his colleagues, 
Messrs. Davis and Van VaLKenBuRGH, were ab- 


| sent on account of sickness, and were paired off; 
| 


also, that his colleague, Mr. Litriesonn, was 
absent on account of sickness. 


Mr. STEELE, of New York, stated that his 


| colleague, Mr. Sresains, had been called home 
| by sickness in his family. 


Mr. POMEROY stated that his colleagues, 
| Messrs. A.W. Crarx and Frank, were unavoid- 
| ably absent. 

Mr. STILES stated that Mr. Harats, of Mary- 
| land, had been called home by sickness. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MILITARY POSITION OF A MEMBER. 


Mr. DAWES. I rise to a question of privilege. 
I submit the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate to the House copies of all letters, notes, telegrams, 
orders, entries, or other documents, which are referred to 
by him in his message sent to the House this day, and 
which have connection with the answer made by him in 
that message to the resolution requesting him to inform the 
House whether Francis P. Buiarr, jr., of Missouri, holds 
now any appointmentor commission in the military service 
of the United States. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is a priv- 
ileged one, but as it calls for information will lie 
over under the rules for one day, unless there be 
| unanimous consent to consider it now. 
|| Mr. BROOKS. I do not object, but I should 
like to know what is the object in extending this 
inquiry further. 

Mr. DAWES. I will inform the gentleman. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires first to 


|| know whether there is objection to considering 


the resolution at this time. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. 
|| The SPEAKER. 
| over until to-morrow. 

Mr. DAWES. lappeal to the gentleman from 
New York to withdraw his objection. 

The SPEAKER. The vesnlqtiol has already 
gone over, and is not before the House. It being 
a matter of privilege, the gentleman can call it up 
at any time after to-day. 


INDIAN AFFAIRS. 


Mr. WINDOM. I understood the House this 
afternoon to agree that if the tax bill was under 
consideration to-night the Committee on Indian 
Affairs would be allowed to name a day for the 
\| transaction of their business, I desire now to 
designate, if it will meet with the views of the 
House, Monday next, after the morning hour. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Do | understand 
that proposition requires unanimous consent? 

The SPEAKER. It does not. The House 
| gave the authority, and the Chair understands 
| that the committee has a right to designate the 
day. ‘The gentleman now designates Monday 
next, after the morning hour. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
the House do now adjourn. 


TAX LAWS. 
Mr. GRISWOLD. Before the question is put 


on that motion, I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to submit the following resolution: 
Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee of Ways 
| and Means to inquire into the expediency of purchasing for 
|| the use of the House and for distribution among the mem- 


bers one thousand copies of Strett’s Digestof the Tax Laws 
| of the several States. 
} 
' 


| Mr. HOLMAN. I object. 
} MINNESOTA RAILROADS. 


I object. 
Then the resolution goes 








I move that 


Mr. DONNELLY, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a joint resolution amendatory of the 
joint resolution approved July 12, 1862, granting 
to the State of Minnesota the right to change the 


for other purposes; which was read a firet and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
| Public Lands. 


MISSOURI CONTESTED ELECTION. 


Mr. GANSON. I desire to give notice that 
the contested-election case in the seventh congres- 
sional district of Missouri, between Loan and 





line of certain branch railroads in said State, and 
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Briggs, will be called up for action on Tuesday 
next. 
VIRGINIA ELECTION. 

Mr. DAWES. 

will cali up the case of Mr, Segar to-morrow. 
PRINTING OF THE LAWS. 

Mr. SCHENCK, Two or three weeks ago 
some gentleman offered a resolution directing the 
printing ofa certain number of copie s of each law 


as it should be passed for the use of members, | 
The resolution was offered, and I hope that by | 
unanimous consentit will be taken up ang passed. | 
We feel the want of them every day. L[think at | 
least five hundred copies should be printed for the | 
use of the House of each bill as it becomes a law. | 


Iam sure nobody will object to that, 


The SPEAKER. The recollection of the Chair | 


is that the resolution to which the gentleman re- 
fers has already been passed. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Batpwin}] who is a 
member of the Committee on Printing may state 
definitely. 

Mr. BALDWIN, of Maasachusetts. The res- 
olution for printing all the laws regularly as they 
are passed, two thousand copies, five hundred of 
which to be bound atthe end of the session, was 
adopted by the House, and, as I understand, is 
being executed by the Public Printer. 


REBECCA SCOTT. 

Mr. CRESWELL, by unanimous consent, re- 
ported from the Committee of Claimsa bill grant- 
ing a pension to Rebecca Scott; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, 


and with the accompanying report ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I now ask 
that the vote raay be taken on my motion to ad- 
journ. 


The motion was agreed to; and the House there- 
upon (at forty-five minutes past eight o’clock, p. 
m,) adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
F'aipay, April 29, 1864. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Sunpertann. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


NAVAL CODE. 


rhe PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a letter of Hon. C. b. Sedgwick, trans- 
mitting a copy of the naval code prepared by 
him under a joint resolution of the last Congress; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. WILSON presented the petition of J. H. H. | 


Woodward, in behalf of enlisted men of the fif- 
teenth regiment Kentucky cavalry, twelve months 
volunteers, praying for a bounty of twenty-five 
dollars; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Aifairsand the Militia. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE presented a petition of citi- 


zens of Racine county, Wisconsin, praying for 


an increase of the duty on foreign wool imported | 


inte the United States of at least ten cents per 
pions which was referred to the Committee on 
“nance, 


stivrating against the extension of the Good year 


patent for the manufacture of vulcanized India | 


rubber; which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I present also amemorial | 


of the Legislature of the Siate of Wisconsin in 
relation to increased faciliues for military and 


commercial transportation, and which has special || 
reference among other things Lo th®improvement i] 
of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, a ship canal | 


around the faiisof Niagara, and the improvement 


of the Erie canal, ‘The subject of the Fex and | 
Wisconsin river improvement isalready commit. | 
ted to the Committee on Military Affairs, and I | 
therefore move that this memorial be also referred | 


to that committee, and that it be printed, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SPRAGUE presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Rhode Island in favor of the re- 
imbursement te that State of the amount paid to 


volunteers for military services rendered prier to || 
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being mustered into the service of the United 


| States; which were referred to the Committee on 
| Military Affairs and the Militia, and ordered to 


be printed, 


Mr. VAN WINKLE presented a memorial of 


| the wavorand city council of Parkersburg, West 


Virginia, praying for an appropriation for the re- 


pair of the city wharf at that place, alleged to have 


been injured by the military use thereof by the 
Government; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. HARLAN presented the memorial of Joel 
Wayburn Van Orman, praying for the issue to 
him of a patent for lots two and three, section 
fifteen, township ninety-five north, range three 
west of the fifth principal meridian; which was 


| referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


He also presented the memorial of O. C, Niel- 
son, praying to be allowed to enter at the proper 
land office lot one, section fifteen, townshi 
ninety-five north, ef range three west of the fifth 


principal meridian; which was referred to the | 


Committee on Public Lands. 

He also presented resolutions of the-Legisla- 
ture of lowa in favor of the establishment of cer- 
tain mail routes in that State; which were referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

He also presented a memorial of the Dubuque 
and Southwestern Railroad Company, remon- 
strating against the extension of the Goodyear 
patent for thé manufacture of vulcanized India 


rubber; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Parents and the Patent Office. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Brooklyn, New York, praying for the passage 
of an act declaring slaveholding within the Union 
to be acriminal offense, defining the same, and fix- 


ing the punishment thereof; which was referred | 
to the select committee on slavery and freedmen. | 

Mr. GRIMES. I present the petition of Mr. | 
A. Penfield, of Ohio, a clerk in the Treasury De- |) 


partment, praying Congress to construct for the 
small lakes at the head of the Mississippi, reser- 
voirs for supplying the upper Mississippi with a 
medium stage of water for navigation throughout 
the dry season, and in conjunction with that a 
canal from the head of Lake Superior to the Red 
river of the North, using for a portion of the dis- 


tance the channel of the Mississippi river. I move | 


that the petition, with the map and other accom- 
panying papers, be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

The motion wasagreed to. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


Mr. POMEROY. I ask that the papers yes- | 


terday reported from the Committee on Indian 


Affairs by the chairman of the committee be re- | 


turned to the Secretary of the Interior by an order 


| of the Senate. They are papers relating to a 


treaty with the Kickapoo Indians. Many of them 
are original papers which should be kept on file 
in the Interior Department. 

‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there any 


| objection to the return of t#®papers as proposed ? 


The Chair hears none, and the order will be made. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred a bill (S. No. 4) to 


| extend the act of Congress granting pensions to 
He also presented a memorial of the Milwaukee |; 
and Prairee du Chien Railway Company, remon- | 


persons wounded in the Indian massacres in Min- 
nesota in the years 1862 and 1863, reported ad- 
versely thereon, 

Mr. POMEROY, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of John 
Gordon, a messenger in the Post Office Depart- 
ment, praying for compensation for services per- 


|| formed out of office hours, asked to be discharged 


from its further consideration; which was agreed 
to. 
Mr. POMEROY. The same committee, to 
whom was referred the petition of James Pool, 
praying for the reimbursement of an amount of 
money paid by him for supplies for the Shawnee 
tribe of Indians, have instructed me to ask that 
the committee be discharged from the further con- 
sideration ofthe subject. | willremark that these 
cases grow out of contracts either express or im- 
plied, and the committee thought they should go 


| to the Court of Claims under the law of the last 


session. 
The report was agreed to. 


Mr. VAN WINKLE. [am instructed by the 
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Committee on Finance to report back the memo- 
rial of the First National Bank of St. Paul, Min. 
nesota, praying that the Secretary of the Treag- 
ury may be authorized to issue duplicate bonds 
in lieu of bonds alleged to have been lost. Since 
the report was prepared, | understand the bonds 
have been recovered by the bank. I therefore 
simply ask that the committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject. 
The report was agreed to. 


Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of J. 
W. Eddy, paymaster in the United States Army 
praying to be reimbursed for an amount of mone ; 
alleged to have been embezzted by L. St. John, a 
clerk in the pay department, asked to be dis. 
charged from its further consideration; which was 
agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Francisco Caseves, 
of Sonora county, California, praying for com- 
pensation for a horse taken from him on the Qd 
of July, 1846, by John C. Frémont, then in com. 
mand of the American forces at Alto, California, 
asked to be discharged from its further considera. 
tion; which was agreed to, 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Maria Antonio Blume, 
formerly widow of James Dowson, of Sonora, 
California, praying for compensation for prop- 


erty taken from her in July, 1846, by order of 


John C. Frémont, at that time in command of the 
American forces in California, asked to be dis- 


| charged from its further consideration; which was 


agreed to. 
He also, from the Committee on Public Lands, 
to whom was referred a bill (H. R. No. 217) to 


| confirm certain entries of land in the State of Mis- 
| souri, reported it with an amendment. 


BILL RECOMMITTED, 
Mr. FOSTER. I have been instructed by the 


| Committee on Pensions to move that the bill (S. 
| No. 150) for the relief of Jessie Gould, widow of 
| Daniel Gould, of Portland, Maine, together with 


.he report and accompanying papers, be recom- 
mitted to that committee. The committee are 


| desirous of making a further examination of the 


case. I move, therefore, that the bill and accom- 
panying papers be recommitted. 
The motion was agreed to. 


JESSE WILLIAMS. 
Mr. HARDING. The Committee on Public 


Lands, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
| 388) for the relief of Jesse Williams, have directed 
-me to report it back, and recommend its passage. 


It isa very short bill, and it will not take a min- 


| ute to pass it. 1 ask for its immediate consider- 


ation, 
By unanimous consent the bill was considered 


|| as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 


direct the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue a patent to Jesse Williams, of Jef- 
ferson county, lowa, for the west half of the 
north west quarter of section fifteen, township six- 
ty-seven north of range fifteen west in the State 
of lowa; but no rights acquired by other persons 


| are to be affected by the act. 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


WILLIAM C. WALKER AND OTHERS. 


Mr. MORRILL. The Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 47) for the 
relief of W. C. Walker and others, have directed 
me to report it back favorably; and as it is a 
smal] matter, | ask for the present consideration 
of the bill, 

There being no objection, the Senate as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole proceeded to consider the 
bill. It directs the Secretary of the Treasury to 
pay the sum ef $664 90 to the following persons, 
and in the sums following, namely: to William 
C. Walker, $83 25; to John S, Emrie, $70; to 
A. G. Crane, $97 50; to George W. Pilbean, 
$21 50; to E, Goodrich, $87 75; to Jacob Cox, 

11 25; to Thomas Lamkin, 25; to Porter 

urell, $90; to Matthew Randall, $96 75; to Da- 
vid Lynn, $5 50; to Andrew Lisk, $4; to Wil- 
liam Burkes, $3; to William Depuy, $2 25, for 
labor done and performed by them on the bridge 
across the Ohio river and floating battery at Pa- 
ducah, by and under the direction of General 


186. 
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Jon C. Frémont, while commanding the army 
of the West. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I do not know but this 
bill may forma precedent for a very larze num- 
her of claims, and | should like to have a little 
explanation of it. 

Mr. COLLAMER. What is the claim for? 

Mr. MORRILL. I will state. It is a claim 
for the services of Walker and some half dozen 
others, who were employed by the quartermaster 
of General Frémont in 1861 in constructing a pon- | 
toon bridge over the Ohio river. It is for their 
labor. ‘The contract is certified and the labor is 
certified by thé quartermaster. The committee 
think there is no doubt about the equity of the 
claim. It isa very small matter, and the only, 
reason assigned for it not having been paid by the 
Department was that the order was considered an 
irregularity by them. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. [I do not make any objec- 
tion to the bill. | did not know but.it was one 
of those bills for damages growing out of the war, 
and might be a precedent for other cases. 

The bill was ordered toa third reading, was 
read the third time, and passed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. POWELL asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. | 
259) supplemental to the laws relating to the War 
Department, and authorizing the settlement and 
payment of certain claims against the United 
States; which was read twice by its tide, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed, 

My VAN WINKLE asked, and by unani- 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 260) to change the name of the steam- 
boat Gem, of Wheeling, to Emma Boyd; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, 

Mr. RAMSEY asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (8S. No. 
261) for the benefit and better management of the 
Indians; which was read twice by its title, referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed, 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives had 
signed the following enrolled bills and joint reso- | 


lution; which were thereupon signed by the Pres- || 


dent pro tempore: 
A bill (8S. No. 66) to increase the compensation 
of inspectors of customs in. certain ports; 


A bill (H. R. No. 62) fixing certain rules and } 


regulations for preventing collisions on the water; 
and 

A joint resolution (Hi. R. No 67) increasing | 
temporarily the duties on imports; 


ALLEGED FRAUDS IN WESTERN DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. HENDERSON. [ desire to have the | 
resolution I offered on Monday last providing for 
the printing of the report of the military commis- 
sion in the Western department, now taken up and 
acted upon. I move to take it up. 

The motion was ageed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to report a resolution to print for the use of the Senate the 
report made by the military commission heretofore ap- 
pointed by the President to examine into the military op- 
erations in the Western department in connection with 
certain alleged frauds, of which Major General Irwin Mc- 
Dowell was president, together with the evidence taken by 


the said commission. 

Mr. GRIMES. I desire to inquire of the Sen- 
ator from Missouri if those papers are now be- 
tore the Senate. H 

Mr. HENDERSON. I believe not, and I move || 
toamend the resolution so as to call upon the 
Secretary of War to furnish them. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator is probably | 
not aware that that proposition was debated, and | 
rejected or laid on the table, | forget which. | 

| 


Mr. HENDERSON. What resolution? 
Mr. SHERMAN. A resolution to call for | 
these very papers. It was debated at length and | 


rejected by a decisive vote. } 
Mr. HENDERSON. I do not recollect any || 
such action, but it may have been had. i\ 
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Mr. POWELL. That was a resolution di- 
rected to the President; this: is directed to the 
Secretary of War. 

Mr. HENDERSON. 
clude this resolution? 

Mr. SHERMAN. No, sir; 1 only suggest it 
to show chat there are objections to printing these 
papers without other information, , 


Mr. HENDERSON. 


Does that action pre- 


‘The Senator from Iowa | 


[Mr. Grimes] can incorporate hisamendment in || not desire to implicate anybody; I have never im- 


the resolution. I have no objection to that 


j amendment, and in fact I desire that it shall be | 


made. The information which this resolution 


| ealls for | consider very desirable at present, and 


} On, 
| we can get on the subject, to bear upon two sev- 


| Lam prepared to give my reasons for that opin- 


1 think it is the only authentic information 


| eral bills now pending before this body, and | 


desire especially to have it. I am willing that 
the amendment of the Senator from Iowa, as I 
know what it is, shall be added. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
understood the Senator from Missouri as moving 
an amendment. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I desire to amend the 
resolution by adding, ‘fand that the Secretary of 
War be directed to communicate the aforesaid 
proceedings to the Senate.’? The Clerk can add 
those words. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
can so modify his resolution; and it is so modi- 
fied. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I move to amend the 


| resolution by adding the usual clause, ‘*if, in his 


opinion, it can be done without injury to the pub- 
lic service.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GRIMES. I move further to amend the 
resolution by adding the following: 

And that he furnish to the Senate the papers on file in 


| the executive offices of the Government touching the sub 
| jects embraced in said report, furnished by any person or 
persons supposed to be implicated therein, 


| done. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON. Now, | should like to have the 
resolution lie over until to-morrow morning. I 
move to postpone it. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I hope that will not be 
I can state to the honorable Senator from 


| Massachusetts my chief object in offering this 


proposition. There are two bills now pending 
before this body 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I suggest to the Senator 
from Missouri that the question is hardly debat- 
able, because one objection carries the resolution 
over. It has been changed to a new resolution, 
and the Senator from Massachusetts objects to its 





| consideration, and that objection necessarily car- 


ries it over. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Thisisa resolution that 
was offered several daysago. I[havecalled itup 
this morning. It is nota resolution offered this 
morning. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. In its present shape, as 
acall for papers, it is entirely a new resolution. | 

Mr. HENDERSON. That was added as a 


| mere amendment, and surely if anamendment is 
made to a resolution that 1s called up, a single 


| to the Senate and published, 


objection cannot carry itover. I knowofnosuch 
rule, and it would be a very strange rule indeed. 

I was going to state that there are two measures 
before this body which, in my judgment, render 
it absolutely essential that this testimony be sent 
One of them isa 


| bill that has been reported from the committee 


| of the money of the United States. 


on freedmen’s affairs, which provides for taking 


care, by the Government, of the negroes,who have 


become free during this war. There isa vast deal 
of this testimony bearing directly on that subject, 
according to my recollection, and, in fact, it is in 
the most authentic form that itcan possibly bein, 
so as to give us information on that subject. 
There is another bill, one which renders it much 
moreimportant that we shexia have thistestimony. 


|| It is a bill which has been reported by the Com- 
| mittee on Commerce, which puts it in the power 
| of the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase up 


all the products of the southern States by the use 
It is a prop- 
osition, it is true, that was up at the last session | 
of Congress; but it is a proposition of very grent 
importance to us and to the country at large; and 
if f recollect aright—I have not read the whole of | 
this testimony, but I have read a large portion of 
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| session of, and especially now. 
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it—much valuable information is furnished in the 
testimony upon that subject. In fact, if it ie fur- 
nished to us, we enn act with much more know!l- 
edge and discretion in regard to this bill, because 
itapplies to the dealing in southern productions, 
it gives us information i regard to individuals 
dealing in them, and also in regard to the oper- 
ations of the Army in that connection. 

I will state another fact while Tam up. 


a 


Ido 


plicated any person in regard to cotton specula- 
tions or speculations of any other character upon 
the Mississippi river; [ do not desire to doit. I 
desire in the publication of testimony of this char- 
acter that justice shall be done to each and every 
individual who may be implicated. I do not ob- 
ject to that. But thereis valuable information in 
this testimony that the Senate ought to be in pos- 
I do not know 
whether there is anything in the rumors which 
reach us; but I have seen correspondence from 
Red river within the Jast few days stating in the 
most positive manner that in all probability our 
defeat atGrand Ecore came out of speculations on 
the partof officersin cotton, It cannotbe denied 
that the cavalry brigade that was in front on that 
occasion had a train of wagons of two hundred 
and sixty-five. I believe thatis very geverall 

understood; it is admitted by all the fh ahaa 
ence from the scene of action; and the whole 
cavalry brigade consisted | believe of three thou- 
sand men, and when they were driven back they 
became entangled in the wagons, and it resulted 


| in the utter defeat of our troops in the first day’s 
battle. 


If these things are so, if there is any founda- 
tion for them, it is high time, in my judgment, 
that the Senate and the country should under- 


| stand something of the facts in regard to them. 


| were in the way of the cavalry, 


It has also been charged in the newspapers that 
something of that character produced our defeat 
at Olustee; that the whole expedition was for 
the purpose of getting timber out of the river, 
perhaps some twoor three million dollars’ worth 
of timber that was needed for ship-building. I 
do not say these things are so; but | say the 
country should know whether there is any foun- 
dation for them. Defeatafier defeat we have met 
with, and it is high time that these defeats should 
cease; and if there is any other purpose in these 
expeditions than the purpose of putting down the 
rebellion, we ought to know it, 

Mr. WILSON. Do I understand the Senator 
to say that the Red river expedition was for the 
purpose of getting cotton? 

Mr. HENDERSON. I said no such thing. 

Mr. WILSON. I asked the Senator if he did. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I said no such thing. I 
said that there was correspondence in the newr- 
papers to the effect that our defeat was occasioned 
there by having a superabundance of wagons— 
wagons not needed for any other purpose, per- 
haps, except for collecting up cotton. 

Ir. WILSON. I did not suppose it was owing 
to the quantity of wagons, but the position they 
got in. 

Mr. HENDERSON. It will not be denied 
that the cavalry brigade under General Lee of 
three thousand men had-two hundred and sixty- 
five wagons. If anybedy will tell me what need 
they had of two hundred and sixty-five wagons, 
| should like to know it, That statement is made, 
and | have not seen any contradiction of it; and 
the wagons themselves, when the defeat came, 
They became 
entangled in their own means of transportation, 
if they were intended for transportation, and, in 


| fact, much of the loss was occasioned in conse- 


quence thereof, 

I do not say that any of these things are so. 
I say that they are stated in correspondence from 
the Army. 

Mr. CONNESS. A word to set. the Senator 
right on this matter. I think Tecan. Although 
the Senator states that what he now presents to 
the Senate on the subject of these wagons being 
intended to bring in cotton is based upon rumor 
or unofficial statements, yet it will go to the coun- 
try and have its effect. I desire to state that on 
the very best information I can tell the Senator 
that the statement is notcorrect. ‘Those wagons 
were part of the regular train belonging to that 
army, and their a in that position was simply 
an act of new generalship, the result of which we 
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have; but the statement that they were intended to 
bring in cotton and made up part of the train for 
that purpose | can undertake to say is not correct. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I have no information 
on the subject, and lam very glad to have the 
information coming from the Senator, because he 
certainly knows what he'states. I hold in my 
hand a correspondence that | saw a few days ago, 
and | do not desire togive to it any further cur- 
rency than it already has, because it was pub- 
lished in a paper that has a very large circulauion 
in the West, and has already gone to the country. 
It is an article written on the 4th of April, 1864, 
from Alexandria, Louisiana: 

“There is now a grave question to be settled, as to 


whether the Navy can seize and hold aa naval prizes prop- | 


erty on land. Admiral Porter has been impressing wag- 
ons and mules to haul cotton from the country. I heard 
that he had been running a gin somewhere in the vicinity, 
and had been ginning couon captured as naval prizes. At 
ove plantation, below this, while a gunboat was tnking on 
sone cotton, some of the men connected with the fleet 
branded nearly every article of property with the initials 
‘tS.N.’? The negroes had branded on the shirts that 
were on their backs * U.S. N.;’ the carts, wagons, mules, 
andoxen were also branded in like manner. Quite a number 
of mules may be seen bere every day thus branded, which 
have been seized by the Navy. 
a confliet of authority at this time between General Banks 


[ understand that there is | 


and Admiral Porter on the subject of their respective juris- | 


dictious, General Banks claims U at be is in command 
on land and that Admiral Porter must confine himself to 
the water. 
ships cannot sail on land, 
between the general and the admiral on this subject that 
may lead to important complications. The conflict of au- 


thority and the misunderstanding existing between thei | 


is publicly talked of here, and. the matter may have to be 
setlied at Washington, where it will doubtless be referred.” 

This was written on the 4th of April. On the 
7th of April the first battle was fought. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Who wrote that? 

Mr. HENDERSON. I have stated that it is 
a correspondence published in one of the public 
newspapers of the country. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Is it anonymous? 

Mr. HENDERSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CONNESS. fam very glad, since the Sen- 
ator has presented this subject, that he has read 
that statement, and presented itas having no more 
foundation than resung upon what a newspaper 
correspondent says may be the case. I undertake 
to say from my place, and with some degree of 
authority too, founded upon information, that it 
is a crucl and base slander by that correspondent 
of Admiral Porter, than whom there is nota more 
pure or gallant officer in the service of the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I desire to state to the 
Senator from California that I am personally ac- 
quainted with Admiral Porter, and that I concur 
and have concurred with him in the opinion he 
now expresses. [do not state this fact for the 
purpose of reflecting upon Admiral Porter or 
General Banks. 

Mr. CONNESS. I do not so understand it. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I am glad the Senator 
does not so understand it. I do not wish the 
country to understand that I desire to reflect upon 
these gentlemen, or either of them, or upon any- 
body; but I say these things are stated in he 
community, and they are in the public press of 
the country, and defeat and disaster follow them. 
Hence itis that l say we ought notto flinch when- 
ever an Investigation is to be made into these mat- 


ters, 


be so or not. There certainly need not be any 
objection to havéng a military commission to in- 
quire into these matters. 


But that is a question apart from the matter | 


now before the Senate. Much valuable informa- 


tion on this subject,fin my opinion, will be given | 
Upon‘whom it reflects I do | 


in that testimony. 
not know, nordo Ieare. I desire that it shall be 
before the Senate in order that we can act prop- 


erly upon two important measures now pending 
before this body. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the motion to postpone the resolution. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The resolution was adopted. 


ADDITIONAL ASSAY OFFICES. 

Mr. SHERMAN. In a few moments, when 
the morning hour has expired, there will be a 
conflict between the bill presented by the Senator 
from Oregon [Mr. Nesmirn] and the bank bill, 
both being special orders for two-day. | trust, 


We have had defeat enough in all con- | 
science to lead us to ascertain whether these things | 





} 
| 
| 


The general is doubtless of the opinion that | 
There is a misunderstanding | 
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which he desires to have a vote may be taken up, 
in order that it may be acted upon if possible so 
as not to interfere with the other special order, 
the bank bill. I desire very much to press a vote 
on the bank bill to-day, and I wish to expedite 
matters by not creating a controversy between 
the two bills. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. It can be taken 
up by the unanimous consent of the Senate. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 


Committee of the Whole, resumed the consider- | 


ation of the bill (S. No. 185) to establish assay 
offices at Carson City in the Territory of Nevada, 
and at Dalles City in the State of Oregon, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I believe the pending ques- 
tion is on the motion of the Senator from Maine 
[Mr. Fessenpen] to reconsider the vote by which 
the amendment offered by the Senator from Ore- 
gon was adopted. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I withdrewthat motion, 
but I gave notice when the bill was reported to 
the Senate I should desire to have the yeas and 
nays upon concurring in that amendment, and 
should desire to say something-on the subject. 

The bill was reported to the Senate asamended. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The question 
is on concurring in the Senate with the amend- 
ment made in commitiee. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Upon that amendment! 
wish to make a few remarks. 

Mr. President, on motion of the honorable Sen- 
ator from Oregon [Mr. Nesmitu] a bill to estab- 
lish a mint at Portland, Oregon, was sent to the 
Committee on Finance for consideration. A hear- 
ing was had of the Senators from that State before 
the committee in relation tothe matter. Another 
question was taken up in connection with it; and 
that was, the subject of enlarging the mint now 
established at San Francisco. Both these ques- 
tions were submitted by the Committee on Finance 
to the Secretary of the Treasury for his advice 
on the subject. The Secretary of the Treasury, 
as perhaps it was wise for him to do, before an- 
swering the letters which we sent him, referred 
the question of the establishment of a new mint 
at Portland, Oregon, to the consideration of Mr. 
Pollock, who is the Director of the Philadelphia 
Mint. Mr. Pollock has been ridiculed by the 
honorable Senator from Oregon; but we know 
very well that he isa very distinguished man, has 
been Governor of the State of Pennsylvania, and 
is considered a very able officer, He gave his 
opinion on the subject at length, and advised 
against the establishment of anew mint in Oregon. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The morning 
hour having expired, the Chair will interruptthe 
Senator to call up the order of the day, being the 
unfinished business of yesterday, the bank bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It is a matter of entire 
indifference to me whether this bill is postponed 
or not. 

Mr. CONNESS. I move the temporary post- 
ponement of the bank bill! until this question is 
disposed of. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let it be passed over in- 
formally by unanimous consent. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That can be 
done by unanimous consent. The Chair hears 
no objection. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. Pollock, on being 
consulted, gave his opinion to the Secretary of 
the Treasury at length. The Secretary of the 
Treasury, on examining the teasons assigned by 
Mr. Pollock, transmitted a copy of the letter to 
the Committee on Finance with a letter from him- 
self, in which he expressed his concurrence in 
the opinion given by Mr. Pollock. It seemed to 
the Committee on Finance that those reasons 
were good ones. In order to refresh the recollec- 
tion of Senators who wor take interest enough 

in this question to make themselves aware of the 
ground on which it is put, | will read the letter 
of the Secretary, as it is shorter than that from 
Mr. Pollock himself: 
Treasury DerartMent, February 20, 1864. 

Sir: Ihave the honor to return herewith the bill pro- 
viding for the establishment of a branch mint of the Uni- 
ted States at Pordand, Oregon, transmitted by you on the 
28th ultimo, and to inclose also a copy of a communication 
on the subject from the Director of the Mint at Philadel- 
phia, to whom the bill was submitted for his views. 

You will perceive that the Director disapproves of the 


| pro measure, for the following reasons: 
Thavexperience’ 


perience having shown that the Philadelphia Mint 
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therefore, that by unanimous consent the bill on 


a 





. 
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possesses sufficient capacity to promptly coin all the bul- 
lion which finds its way East from the mining regions of 
the United States, as well as imported bullion, and that the 
San Francisco branch mint is equally sufficient for the 
country west of the Rocky mountains, a trae public poliey 
does not require the establishmeut of mints for coinage at 
other points in the Union. : 

That it is not good policy to provide for “ parting” and 
coining the precious metals at points where there are no 
skillful artists or experienced workmen, the “parting” being 
the separation of the silver from the gold, and consumjy, 
large quantities of nitric acid, which is expensive and dit. 
ficult to transport. 

That the transportation of supplies, particularly chem 
icals, is inconvenient, uncertain, and so expensive that it 
will be found impracticable to impose charges for parting 
and coinage sufficient to cover the cost of labor and mate 
rials; and that whenever the cost of converting bullion to 
coin at a given point exceeds the expense of transportation 
to and coinage at another point, it will find its way to the 
latter, however distant. 

That coinage, being one of the highest and most import- 
ant attributes of national sovereignty, should be exercised 
and controlled insuch a manner as will tend to strengthen 
rather than weaken the national Government, and the Stig- 
gestion arises whether the providing of additional coinage 
establishments does not tend toward national disintegra- 
tion. 


That is the particular argument which amused 
the honorable Senator from Oregon so much. 


That the present is not a favorable time for the erection 
of suitable buildings for coinage, and providing them with 
the necessary machinery and fixtures, owing to the exor- 
bitant prices of materials and labor. 

The Director suggests that provision at some suitable 
point in Oregon of facilities for the melting, assaying, and 
stamping of bullion, will meet the wants of the mining and 
commercial interests of the people of the region as well as 
a branch mint, and he therefore recommends the establish 
ment of an assay office; also that authority be given the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury, in case he should deem it expe 
dient, to cause to be issued on such terms as he may pro 
vide, in payment of bullion deposited at the assay office, 
certificates redeemable in coin at the San Francisco branch 
mint. 

I coneur in the views expressed by the Directorgpf the 
Mint, and cannot, therefore, recommend the passage of the 
bill under consideration. Ijoin with hin, however, in rec 
ommending the establishment of an assay office for the 
purposes mentioned by him. 

A recent loss in the Colorado mint illustrates the inex- 
pediency of multiplying mints for coinage, and would jus- 
tify a recommendation that so much of existing acts as 
authorize céinage except at great commercial centers be 
repealed. 

1 am, very respecfully, S. P. CHASE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. W. P. Fessenpen, Chairman Committee on Finance, 

United States Senate. 


At the last session of Congress, I think, we 
authorized the establishment of a mint at Nevada. 
Nothing has been done with reference to the 
erection of a mint there, and the Secretary rec- 
ommends that we repeal the law. It is too late 
to repeal the law establishing the mint in Colo- 
rado Penisory, and therefore that must remain 
as itis, thus leaving three mints in operation, the 
Philadelphia Mint, the mint at Denver, and the 
mint at San Francisco. We formerly had a mint 
in Georgia, and one in North Carolina; but they 
were found always to be expensive and useless, 
and repeatedly an attempt was made to repeal 
them, but that could not be done, owing to certain 
causes. In connection with this subject is a pe- 
tition requesting the enlargement of the branch 
mint atSan Francisco. I will read that, in order 
that the whole subject may be before the Senate: 


San Francisco, October 10, 1863, 


Sin: We beg leave to address you upon the subject of 
the branch mint in this city and the inadequate facilities 
therein for the accommodation of the public and the re- 
quirements of the Government. 

Vhen the present branch was established in 1853 it was 
supposed that the maximum yearly coinage would be about 
five million dollars. The capacity of the building was reg- 
ulated accordingly. With the rapid development of the 
mineral resources of this State and the adjoining Territories 
the business of the mint has increased in like proportion. 
One half of the estimated yearly coinage of 1853 was coined 
in the single month of September last. And yet the accom- 
modations have not been increased, the working room has 
not been enlarged, and the operations of the mint, which 
now are nearly six times greater than the original estimate, 
are necessarily conducted within the limited compass of a 
building which at the outset even was too inconvenient and 
contracted. 

Situated in a block upon one of the most narrow streets 
of the city, the building is dark, exceedingly hot at all times, 
and unhealthy for the workmen. Gas is required through- 
out the building every hour of the day. It has no store- 
house accommodations whatever; acids, wood, and coal 
can only be received in very small baer A ware- 
house for articles in constant use in the operations of the 
mint is necessarily rented in a remote locality. The office 
of the superintendent, instead of being upon the spot, 
where he can exercise constantly a personal supervision 
of the business of the department, is elsewhere. Neither 
the coiner, assayer, nor melter and refiner has an office, or 
even decent writing accommodations. The office of the 
treasurer of the miut and the Assistant Treasurer of the 
United States, which the law requires sha!! be withim the 
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walls of the building, measures but a few square feet, and 
ic crowded when four persons are present. Although the 


coinage of the branch has increased in the proportion stated, | 


there has been no inerease of room or of minting facilities. 


so rapidly does the production of the precious metals fhul- | 


tiply upon this coast that it is more than probable the sup- 
piy five years hence will be double that of to-day. 

{tis important for the welfare of the nation that as much 
as possible of this supply should be coined and retained in 
the United States. At the present momenta large propor- 


tion of the production of the gold of this coast, and nearly | 


alt the silver, is shipped away in bars prepared by private 
axsayers; chiefly because of the absence of proper mint 
tacilities. : 

In a word, the present building is dark, dungeon-like, un- 


nealthy for workmen, inconvenient for the public, and a | 


disgrace to the Government of the United States. 

In view of these facts, and the prospective requirements 
of this branch, we beg leave to request, upon the score of 
economy as Well as of public necessity, that you will ask 


of Congress, in such manter as you may deem advisable, | 


a sufficient appropriation for the erection of a building 
which will at once be creditable to the Government and 
afford adequate accommodations tu the public. 
ROBERT B. SWAIN, 
Superintendent United States Branch Mint. 
D. W. CHEESEMAN, 
Treasurer Branch Mint United States. 
F. F. LOW, 
THOMAS BROWN, Special Agent. 
THOMAS STARR KING, 
CHARLES JAMEs, 
OGDEN HOFFMAN, 
STEPHEN I. FIELD. 
Hon. Sautmon P. Cuase, 
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington. 

On that statement the Secretary recommended 
an appropriation of $300,000 in order to afford the 
proper minting facilities in San Francisco. The 
committee took these recommendations of the 
Secretary into consideration in connection with 
each other, and they could come to no other con- 
clusion than that the wise course would be to en- 
large the minting facilities at San Francisco, as 
desired, and to establish an assay office at Port- 
land or some other place in Oregon, as recom- 
mended by the Secretary ofthe Treasury himself. 
[ believe there was no difference of opinion in the 
committee, and it was thought unanimously that 
that was the advisable and proper course to take. 
The reasons for that opinion would seem to be 
good; and the question that presents itself to the 
Senate is simply this: do we mean to go on and 
establish mints in every State west of the Rocky 
mountains that may be organized where the pre- 
cious metals are found? 

The bill reported by the committee, as I have 
suggested, repeals the law establishing a mint in 
Nevada. Now it is perfectly obvious that if this 
amendment prevails we must leave the mint in 
Nevada if we make a new one in Oregon; we 
must then make another by-and-by in Montana, 
and wherever else gold or silver may be discov- 
ered, because having once established the princi- 
ple upon which we are to act, that we are going 
to coin those metals on the spot, we shall be com- 
pelled to follow it up. 

I know it may be answered that the coining 
part of the-mint may support itself; but that can- 
not be true if the facts stated with reference to 
the very great expense of erecting buildings and 
of workmen and of everything connected with 
the coinage at the present time, and the procuring 
of the necessary materials, be correctly stated. 
Why? Forthe simple reason the superintendent 
gives, that when the percentage, or the seignior- 
age, asl believe they call it, which is paid for the 
comage more than covers the expense of trans- 
portation to a distant mint, the bullion will go off 
to some other place. That will be the necessary 
result, 

Even if it were desirable to do a thing of this 
sort, it is hardly advisable, inmy judgment, to do 
itat the present time. My own deliberate judg- 
ment upon the subject is, that if the statemeits 
which | have read with regard to the mint at San 
Francisco are true, (and certainly there can be no 
doubt about them when they are stated by such 
men, and I believe there is no dispute about them,) 
that establishment ought to be very considerably 
enlarged. It is unfit for its purpose if it is to re- 
ceive the coinage from the neighboring regions; 
hut it may make a very material difference as to 
what is to be the amount of that enlargement if 
we are to establish a mint in Oregon, and one in 
every other State that may desire it. I amaverse, 
in a case like the present, to spending more money 
in these establishments than we are absolutely 
compelled to expend. I should like very much, 
so far as my personal inclinations are concerped, 


to graufy the honorable Senators from Oregon, | 


} 
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| “national disintegration.” 


and let them have a mint intheir State; but, after 
all, itis a question to be settledasawhole. Can 
we do so consistently with the interests of the 
Government? Upon that subject we have not 


| only the opinion of Governor Pollock—who cer- 


tainly cannot have any sort of interest in the ques- 
tion, for he will not be concerned in the minting 
which will be done on the other side of the mount- 
ains if we establish a new mint—an opinion 
founded on the reasons which he gives, but we 
have his opinion indorsed by the Secretary of the 


Treasury, to. whom it is perfectly satisfactory. | 


The question, then, for the Senate to settle is, 
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| it 
| ues one and indivisible, and I doubt if there 


would be any difference in this respect even if 
| there were a mint in every one of her eighty-six 
| departments. Really the Director of the Phila- 
| delphia Mint ought to have borne in mind the 
| famous instructions of Lord Mansfield to the colo- 
| nial magistrate, and contented himself with giving 
| an Opinion without assigning his reasons therefor. 


|| But there is another consideration to which I 


whether to gratify the wishes of the people of Ore- | 


gon we can set aside what seems to be the public 
interest and vote to establish a mint there, when 
an assay office will undoubtedly answer the pur- 
pose, if not precisely to the point that is desired 
by that people, yet to a sufficient extent. 

I have deemed it my duty, Mr. President, ‘to 
put these things plainly before the Senate. The 
amendment, if adopted, as,l said before, leaves 
the law for the estabiishmentof a mintin Nevada 
in Operation, and we must build that. 
then erect this new mint in Oregon. We must 
take all the consequences which have been pointed 
out by the Director of the Mint at Philadelphia, 
and against which the Secretary of the Treasury 
warns and advises us. It seemed to the com- 
mittee that at least at the presenttime, when we 
are pressed so hard for funds, it is not advisable 
to go in the face of the advice that is given to us 


by the proper officers, when we are certain of [ 


getting along, and getting along well enough for 


a long time, with the matter as it is,except so far | 


as relates to the mint at San Francisco, about 
which | have expressed my opinion. I am there- 
fore fully convinced, as all the committee were, 
that the proper course for us to take is to enlarge 
the facilities of the mint at San Francisco, and to 
establish no other mint, at present at least, be- 
yond the mountains, but to build assay offices in 
those places where it seems desirable that some- 


thing should be done, and leave the matter to | 


stand thus. I believe | have presented the facts 
to the Senate in as plain and clear a manner as | 


am able to do, and having done that | have noth- | 


ing further to say upon the subject. 
Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, when this 
question was ander consideration before 
Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator will excuse 
me. lam informed by the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. BuckaLew] that in one particular 
I made a mistake; that the amendment leaves in 
the bill that portion of it which abolishes the mint 
in Nevada untouched. The result, therefore, is 
to abolish one mint deliberately established, in 
order to establish another in another section of 
the country, which would be rather invidious. 
Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, when this 
subject was under consideration before, | voted 
with the committee, partly because it is my habit 
to vote with committees of this body on topics 
which they have within their special considera- 
tion, and partly because at the time I was under 
the impression that their report was justified by 
correct principles in thecase. Subsequent reflec- 
tion has induced me to hesitate in this conclusion. 
Much dependence has been placed in this dis- 
cussion upon the report of the Director of the 
Mint at Philadelphia. Now, sir, if he had con- 
tented himself with giving an opinion against 
establishing this mint in Oregon, without assign- 
ing any reasons therefor, | might have respected 
his opinion; but when he puts forward as his 
first great objection that the multiplication of 
mints will tend to “¢ national disintegration,”’ I 
must confess that I join with the Senator from 
Oregun in distrusting his conclusion. What con- 
fidence can anybody have in anything founded on 
such premises, which experience, if not reason, 
shows to be false? Why, sir, the author of this 
opinion forgets that in that country which is the 
most centralized in the world, where all the agen- 
cies of Government converge in asingle capital— 
I mean France—there have been for a long time, 





even within its comparatively contracted borders, | 


more than halfadozen different mints. There is, 
to be sure, one magnificent central mint at Paris, 
but there are, or were very recently, auxiliary 


mints at Lyons, Marseilles, Bordeaux, Lille, | 


Rouen, and Strasburg. 1| never heard that this 
multiplicity of French mints had tended toward 
France still contin- 


|| Mr.SUMNER. Not precisely. 


We must || 


| confess that l am notinsensible, Itis the import- 


| ance of a correct and finished coinage, which it 
| seems natural to suppose would be best promoted 

| by asingle mint. On this point | am disposed to 
| agree with the Director. But our Government 
| has not acted on this principle. 

| Mr.CONNESS. Will the Senator permit me? 
| Mr.SUMNER. Certainly. 
j 


Mr. CONNESS. I did not hear his last sen- 
| tence. Do I understand the Senator to say there 
| should be but one mint in the United States, in 
| his opinion? 

I said that 

| there was a reason in favor of a single mint, but 

that the policy of our Government had not been 

| that way. Allow me to glance for one moment 

| at this reason, in order to see the extent of its ap- 
plicability to our country. 

If circumstances favored the consolidation of 
the national coinage ata single mint, | can con- 
| ceive that there would be advantages of an unques- 
| tionable character. Indeed, if we repair to France, 
where the mints have been, in times past, so nu- 
‘| merous, we shall find that these advantages have 
|| notbeendenied. [suppose that the most author- 
|| tative testimony on this whole subject, whether 
|| we look at it in the light of theory or of practice, 
} will be found in that country; and if we seek spe- 
|| cial authorities, there is nothing so instructive or 
| 
| 
' 


} 
} 
1} 
t] 





| ample as the report of Dumas and De Colmant, 
| made in 1839, under a commission from the 
| French Minister of Finance. This document, 
| which contains minute revelations with regard to 
| the operations of mints, was for some time kept 
| secretin France. Indeed, l have understood that 
|| there were but twelve copies printed for the use of 
|| the commission, who were placed under a solemn 
| obligation not to divulge it. But it found its way 

| to the public through the parliamentary inquiry 

| into the mint made in England in 1848, consti- 
|| tuting the blue book of that year on this sfbject. 
The testimony of Dumas ts an argument for a 
|| single mint. He dwells especially on two con- 
} siderations, economy and the perfection of the 
| 


| coinage; and these he places above the local in- 
terests which demand a multiplicity of mints 
|| The figures by which he illustrates the superior 
| economy are very striking. But these, of course, 
|| assume that the metal is already delivered ai the 
| mint, a point which must not be forgotten on he 
|| present occasion. Beyond his own opinion on 
| the question of perfection, Dumas quotes the 
| testimony of Bastereche, regent of the Bank of 
France, who, after an examination of the sub- 
ject as long ago as 1800, very positively declared 
| that ** the perfection of labor which ought to dis- 
|| tinguish a great nation imperiously required a 
|| single mint, placed under the immediate superin- 
| tendence of the Government.’’ And healso quotes, 
the testimony of Humann, Minister of Finance, 
| who, in presenting his budget in 1835, deciared 
| that the Paris mint was adequate to do all the 
| coinage required in France; that the concentration 
| of labor there would promote an improvement in 
1] all the processes of production; that in this way 
| the Government would be relieved from the ex- 
| pense of different establishments; that ail the 
money from the same mint would be identical in 
character, and in proportion as it acquired per- 
fection it would be less exposed to counterfeiting; 
| and, in fine, that the superintendence of the Gov- 
ernment would be a guarantee of security which 
does not exist where the work is distributed in 
a large number of establishments. Such was the 
testimony of the minister —— by the illus- 
trious authority in science, Dumas. Perhaps 
the case could not be stated stronger. But it 
did not prevail in 1800, when it was first given— 
nor in 1835, nor in 1839—even in France, where 
the tendency to concentration is 60 active, where 
|| the facilities for it are so great, and where the 
disposition to take counsel of science is so con- 
firmed. But surely there must be a reason why 
|| it did not prevail. 
'| Dumas says, in rather contemptuous phrase, 
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that ‘*on one side is a petty local interest—in a 
great degree imaginary.’’ (See Rapport, p. 70.) 
Bat if thes * petty local interest,’ were of sufficient 
importance to prevail for so long atime in France, 
against such influences, it must be because there 
was something of intrinsic strength in its char- 
acter. IT have alluded thus minutely to this testi- 
mony, because | would not keep anything out of 
the discussion that was calculated to shed light 
upon it; and because it seems to me that the 
long-continued practice of France, in spite of such 
testimony, must not be disregarded in our en- 
deavors to arrive at a true policy. 

Thus far our Government has followed the 
teachings from the practice of France, rather than 
from its science on this subject. It renounced, 
some time ago, the policy of a single mint, acting, 
itmay be supposed, under other considerations of 
a controlling character. The statute of March 
3, 1835, (Statutes at Large, vol. four, p. 774,) enti- 
tled ** To establish branches of the Mint of the 
United States,’ provides for mints at New Or- 
leans, Charlotte, in North Carolina,and Dahlon- 
eva, in Georgia—the two latter for the coinage of 
cold only. Since then there has been provision 


for mints at San Francisco, Denver, and Carson 
City. 


I do not have before me the most recent state- 
mentof the productionatthese different mints; but 
this is not necessary for illustration. If we take 
the year 1851, we shall find that the number of 
pieces, gold, silver, and copper, produced that 
year was as follows: 


PRED otc bebwel Vise ey bens vaiccwtssocs 24,985,736 
New Orleans 3,529,000 


Charlotte... vcccccecveccccescvevccceses we oe 105 356 
Po ncnve péneuscagnenseereonreras Cones 84,856 
So that mints were kept up at the two latter | 


places merely to manufacturea very small amount 
of coin. But the reason assigned was that gold 
was produced in the neighborhood. 

If we look at the cost of production at these 
different places, we shail find that at Philadelphia 
it was only 42-100 per cent.; at New Orleans, 
1 8-100 percent.; at Charlotte, 3 55-100 per cent.; 
and Dahlonega, 3 13-100 per cent. But great as 
was the economy at Philadelphia, compared with 
that at the other mints, we shall find that at the 
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and during the last year gold has been coined 
there to the amount of $17,510,963, while the 
smaller amount of $3,340,931 was the sum total 
of gold coinage during the same time at Philadel- 
phia. 

It is now proposed to create another mint in 
Oregon, and the reasons for itare similar to those 
which prevailed in the case of California. The 
country is found to be fruitful in gold, if not to 


| the same extent as California, yet so much so 
|as to require similar facilities for coinage. It 


| neglected. 


seems that the amount received at three private 
assay oflices in the city of Portland, from Janu- 
ary 15 to October 30 of the last year, reached 
$2,486,496. Compare this sum with the paltry 
yieldat Charlotte or Dahlonega, where mints were 


| 


established and maintained down to the rebellion. | 


The mines of Peru have been proverbial for rich- 
ness; but the sum total of their product in 1858 
was only $6,000,000. Thatof Chili was $5,000,000; 
and that of Bolivia was only $2,000,000, less than 
the product of Oregop for a part of a year. 

Here again the considerations of science, which 
seem sa.strong in favor of a single mint, seem to 
lose their applicability, or rather they fail in pres- 
ence of other consi¢erations which cannot be 
Sir, we cannot forget in our legisla- 
tion that it is no narrow territory that comes 


| within our jurisdiction, but that it is a vast re- 


gion, washed by two great oceans and separated 
by intervening mountains. A rule which may be 
proper in a country like France becomes inap- 


(| plicable to a country so vast in territory as ours. 


Paris mint the same production costs one half less, | 


If We look further at the mints of Charlotte 
and Dahionega it is easy to see how every con- 


sideration of economy was against them. With | 


a single Munich press in the mint at Charlotte 
the whole annual coinage there would have been 
accomplished in thirty-three hours! And witha 
sinvilar press at Dahlonega the whole annual coin- 
age there would have been accomplished in less 
than twenty-eight hours! Experience shows 
tit one Munich press will coin in a day of ten 
hours, allawing one-sixth of the time for stop- 
pages and accidents, thirty thousand pieces, Of 
course the coinage at these two places musthave 
been atan expense much beyond that of Philadel- 
phia, 


gold from these places to Philadelphia. And 
doubtless this would have been dene if the ques- 
tion of economy had been alone involved. 

i have referred to these instanecs as ilustra- 
tions of the policy already adopted by our Gov- 
ernment. And yet lcannotsay that they commend 
themselves to my judgment, especially when itis 


It would have been more economical for the | 
‘Lreasury to have paid the cost of transporting the 


If allourStates were huddled togetherona single 
seaboard, perhaps a single mint might suffice. 
In such a case the economy and perfection of the 
coinage might be exclusively consulted. But the 
interests of business on the Pacific coast must 
not be sacrificed, even to these considerations. 
Spain still has mints at Madrid and Seville, al- 


| though at the latter place the coinage is chiefly 
| confined to copper; but in former days, while 


Mexico was a Spanish province, there was a 
Spanish mint there, for the same reason, | sup- 
pose, that a mint is now proposed in Oregon. 


3ut Oregon is even more distant from Philadel- | 


phia than Mexico from Madrid. 
The consideration from distanee alone cannot 
be disregarded. Oregon is five thousand miles 


| from Philadelphia, and seven handred miles from 





considered that in all probability the coinage at || 


these mints, besides being expensive, was also of 
an inferior quality, 

But the vast products of gold in ¢stant Caiifor- 
nia presented the question in anew form. Un- 
expectedly the early prodigies of Mexico and 
Peru were renewed, Private persons were sud- 
denly enriched. Gold was turned up like a clod 
of the valley, or washed out of sands deposited by 
mountain torrents, 
the currency of the country was naturally in this 
metal, which thus. performed its double function 


of merchandise and money. Should all this treas- | 


Where gold thus abounded | 


ure be sent faraway to Phiadelphia for coinage? | 


‘The answer of reason, convenience,and commerce 
was clearly against any such epforeed transper- 
iauen. A mint became a necessity, Even as- 
sumimg that the coinage could be exeeuted with 


more economy and perfection at Philadelphia, | 


it is evident, on the simple statement of the case, 
that the local interests of California were too im- 
portant to be neglected. ‘The mint wasestablished, 


| kingdom was established at Utrecht. 
again | may remind you of the narrow space of | 


San Francisco. It is impossible to legislate for 
such immense spaces as you would legislate for 


easy distance of the metropolis. 


In England there is only a single mint, which | 


transacts the business of that commercial coun- 
try. But 1 need not remind you that all its vast 
commerce is conducted within a smail territory. 


| In Holland, also, there is only a single mint, al- 


though during the days of the republic there was 
amintin each province. At the revolution these 
were abandoned, and one mint for the whole 
But here 


territory which is served by this mint. 

‘yr 

The whole question has been obscured by con- 
sidering gold when coined as exclusively cur- 
rency, whereas it is also merchandise. It is in 
this latter character that it comes under the same 


|| laws which govern commerce in other articles. 


if we go back to Aristotle we shall find a defini- 
tion to which it is difficult toadd anything in our 
day. ‘* itis agreed,’’ says this master of thought, 


‘Sto give and receive in exchange @ substance | 


| which, usefed in itself, is easily managed in the 
usege of life;-as, for example, iron, silver, or | 
| such other substance as shali have a determined 


dimenston and weight, and which, in order to 


/ avoid the embarrassment of continual weighing, 
| shall be marked by a particular — as the sign of 


itsvaiue.’’ (Polities, book 1, cap. 3.) In quoting 
these words, Miche! Chevalier, the political econ- 
omist and new-made senator of France, who has 
given much attention to this subject, rightly 
says that the whole question is admirably put 
and at the same time determined. But the same 
idea has been stated also by Adam Smith in his 
remarkable work on the Wealth of Nations. 
‘*The qualities,’’ he says, “* of utility, beauty, and 
scarcity are the original foundation of the high 
price of these metals, or of the great quantity of 
other goods for which they can everywhere be 
exchanged. This value was antecedent to and in- 
dependent of their being employed as coin, and was 


|| a European kingdom, where every part is within | 


' 
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the quality which fitted them for that employment,” 
Therefore, it must not be forgotten that coin is 
something more than money; it is merchandise 
alsos In this character it plays a conspicuous 
part in the commerce of the world. It differs jy 
size from the lumber of Maine, but it is just as 
much an article of merchandise. 

It is when we regard gold as merchandise that 
we see how clearly in certain places and under 
certain circumstances it escapes from the scien. 
tific laws which are applicable especially to coin. 
age. Gold is unique among articles of commerce. 
Every other article may allow discussion as to ity 

uality. Clothes or wool may be more or less 
dee: flour may be more or less bolted, or it may 
be made from hard or soft wheat. But gold js 
chemically a simple body,-and when once refined 
perfectly homogeneous, whether it comes from 
California or Siberia, from the sands of Tran- 
sylvania or the poorer sandsof the upper Rhine, 
Let it be once brought up to any arbitrary stand- 
| ard, as, say, nine tenths, and there is no difference 
|in itscharacter. But this degree of fineness must 
be established in an authentic manner, or other- 
| wise transactions in this article may be arrested 
atevery moment. The delicate agencies neces- 
sary for determining its value are not easily ac- 
cessible. The Government, therefore, as the rep- 
resentative of the community, after refining and 
weighing gold, puts upon it a stamp which guar- 
anties its weight and fineness. Thus the eagle, 
with the stamp of ten dollars, is a piece which, 
| according to the act of Congress of 18th January, 
1837, (Statutes at Large vol. five, p. 138,) weighs 
two hundred and fifty-eight grains with nine 
tenths of gold and one tenth of alloy. The Eng- 
lish sovereign is a stamped piece of gold twenty- 
two carats fine, and of such weight in proportion 
to the troy ounce that £3 17s. 10d. shall make 
an ounce. The French franc is a stamped piece 
of silver weighing exactly five grains and nine 
tenths fine. 

But in our country, and now especially in Cal- 
ifornia and on the Pacific coast, gold has become 
a principal article of production and exportation, 
like wheat or cotton. Such is its character that 
it instinctively seeks inspection in order to secure 
a guarantee and recommendation. Now, every 
State has its inspectors, for instance, of flour; 
| pot and pearl alee fish, beef, and pork. In 
Massachusetts I think there have been inspectors 
of sole leather, although a hide of leather is open 
on all sides. But if gold be regarded as merchan- 
dise there is more reason for its inspection. It 
is true that itis more portable than these other 
| articles; but it is also more valuable, more easily 
lost, more easily stolen, and more provocative to 
plunder. ‘Therefore, itis entitled to peculiar safe- 
| guards. 

Here, then, is the case ina nutshell. Califor- 
nia is already a large exporter of. gold as mer- 
chandise. Oregon is now commencing a similar 
career. But the gold there ought to have every 
advantage as merchandise which it can derive 
from the inspection of the Government. Call it 
protection, if you will; but I beg to submit that 
an interest so important, so peculiar, and so deli- 
cate, deserves this protection. 

If it be said that all this may be accomplished 
by an assay office, I reply that this does only par- 
tially what is accomplished by the mint. The 
gold is delivered back in ingots stamped, so that 
for certain purposes it is merchandise; but the 
work is wile half done. If the quantity were 
trivial, as at Charlotte and Dahlonega, then an 
assay office would suffice; but where the supply 
is so great as in California or Oregon, it would 
seem as if no pains ought to be spared by the 
| Government to facilitate the commerce in this ar- 
ticle or to meet the desiresof its producers. Now, 
it is obvious that nothing in this respect can equal 
the stamp which is put upon the national coin- 
A courtier said to Philip Il of Spain, ‘* Your 
golden ducats carry your name and your features 
over all the countries of Europe, exciting envy 
and dread.’’ The time for envy and dread has 
passed; but our eagles are not idle. There is 
their inscription, E pluribus unum, and an un- 
questionable stamp of nationality and value, 
which they carry wherever they go. 

Therefore, sir, while admitting that for the sake 
of the coin there must be the highest accuracy 

osgible in the operations of the mint, I cannot 
esiaete to insist that, regarding gold as merchan- 





1364 


dise, th 
ties as 
merce. 

| don 
conclu 
pot be 
most | 
siantly 


says & 


A 
Like 0 
been 
on thr 
its tru 
in not 
licab 
ite rfe 
of gole 
merch 

Obj 
mint 
this is 
myst 
the PI 
an ex) 
is notl 
and k 
pensi' 
becon 
age hi 
gener 
Luss: 
of the 
the ol 
flies. 
impre 
shoul 
all im 
still 1 
be dot 
impre 
day. 
have 
of rid 
Fran 
ent ni 
publi 
to an 
has f 
expel 
shou 

If 
cotin 
pape 
mem 
in re! 
New 
isan 
deset 
from 

M 
too r 
led t« 
the ¢ 
with 
topic 
have 
remi 
deta 
mint 
the | 
Eng 
pres 
ever 
amp 
the. 
of tl 
piec 
Sev 
Mo 
ible 
has 

Par 
mer 
in § 
by. 

T 
be fi 
the 
del 


pos 





ties as May be required by the interests of com- 


merce. ae 
| doubt if there would beany hesitation in this 
conclusion, if the whole subject of coinage had 
not been shrouded with a certain mystery, al- 
most like the ** black art.’’ This appears con- 
siantly. t 
* They cannot touch me for coining ; 
I am the king,”’ 


says Shakspeare; and Pope says: 





‘* she now contracts her vast design, 
And all her triuinphs shrink intoa coin.” 


Like other incidents of sovereignty, coinage has 


been reserved rightfully to the Government, but | 
on this account it has been |itth appreciated in | 


its true character. People have sometimes erred 
in not seeing that the delicate laws which are ap- 
plicable to this subject must not be strained to 
interfere with the proper regulation of the value 
of gold when it has become a principal article of 
merchandise. 

Objection is also made on the ground that a 
mint is necessarily an ex pensive structure. But 
this is a mistake, arising partly from the general 
mystification on this subject, and partly because 
the Philadelphia Mint, which we have all seen, is 
an expensive structure. A mint, in plain terms, 
is nothing but a foundery provided with good locks 
and keys. If it be finished elaborately and ex- 
pensively, it may attract the eye, but it does not 
become more useful. The whole system of coin- 
age has been twice changed during the present 


|} every other mint 


which begins so whimsicaliy. 


I] hope that | have 
not spoken of him too free 


‘Vy but since his au- 
thority has been invoked, | have been Jed to ask 
if there were anything in his studies or scientific 
attainments calculated to render hima court with- 
out appeal on this question. Itis obvious that 
his position tor the time being subjects him to in- 
fluences hostile to new mints. He naturally seeks 
to amplify his jurisdiction, and to keep the tide 
of gold from ebbing 


ing. 


away from his marble buid- 
Perhaps ido not use too strong language 
if | say that he is under inducements to play the 
pedant for his own mint, and to quote it against 
At all events, | think the Sen- 
ate will be satisfied that on the 4 mt 
he ought to be overruled. 


Mr. NESMITH. 


re se OccrS 


on 


Mr. President, the history 


which the Senator from Maine has given of this 


generation: first, by the change in assays by Gay- || 
Lussac in 1830, and secondly, by the introduction | 


of the Munich press worked by steam instead of 
the old hand-press with two ponderous balls as | 


flies. And the Munich press itself has been much 
improved in France by Thonellier. Now,a mint 
should not be so costly as not to receive easily 


allimprovements. ‘The science of metallurgy 1s | 


still in the progress of development, and it cannot 
be doubted that the coming generation will witness 
improvements as important as any during our 
day. The eminent French authority to whom | 
have already referred, Dumas, was in the habit 
of ridiculing the expensive edifices constructed in 
France for mints. It was his desire that the pres- 
ent mint at Paris should be surrendered to some 
public office, and the business of the mint removed 
to an open space in the suburbs. gin his report he 
has furnished estimates tending to show the small 
expense of a mint, according to his ideas, whieh 
should be adequate to ail the coinage of France. 

If you would see how the cost of a mint in our 
cotintry may swell, at least in calculations on 
paper, if not in reality, | beg to refer you to the 
memorial of the Board of Trade of Philadelphia 
in relation to the establishment ofa branch mint at 
New York in 1852. But the mint pictured here 
isanything but the simple foundery which I have 


described, or the workshop which the Senator | 


from Oregon asks you to authorize. 

Mr. President, | hope that I have not occupied 
too much time with thisstatement. I have been 
led tomake it in order to show that in differing from 
the Committee on Finance | have not proceeded 
without proper consideration. There are several 
topics connected with the subject to which 1 
have not alluded, because | desired to confine my 
remarks to the points in issue. 
details as to the cost of coinage ina well-regulated 


mint, involving the question of seigniorage, and | 


the essential difference between the systems of 
England and France, which | should be glad to 
present; but | have saidenough. Thereis, how- 
ever, one practical remark, founded on the ex- 
ample of Spain, which I venture to.add, Itwas 
the habit of this Power to require that the initial 
of the place of coinage should appear on ever 
prece, so that the coin from Madrid bore an M: 
Seville bore an 8; and that from Mexico bore an 
M°. This precaution rendered each mint respons- 
ible for its own work. In Francealsoevery mint 
has its own special mark. The coins struck at 
Paris bear the letter A, Perhapsa similar require- 
mentin ou; uwn country might havean influence 
in stimulating greater care in the several mints, 
by creating an honorable rivalry. 


There are also | 





There is ove other remark which | would make 
before Ltiose. Much stress has been placed upon | 


the opinion of the Director of the Mint at Phila- | 


delphia. Indeed the whole case against the pro- 
posed mint has been allowed to rest on his letter, 





| billwas in Committee of the Whole. 


bill | believe is substantially correct. Some time 
in the early part of the session | introduced a bill 
providing for the establishment of a branch mint 
of the United States at Portland, Oregon, amd it 
was referred to the Committee on. Finance. The 
committee, however, reported back adifferent bill, 
one providing for the establishment of an assay 
office at Carson City, in the Territory of Nevada, 
and for the establishment of an assay office at the 
Dalles, in Oregon. ‘The bill as reported by the 
committee; and to which I believe t 
of the Committee on Burien e raises 
at this time, provides.for an 
$75,000 for the purpose of establishing an assay 
office at the Dalles, in Oregon. When the bill 
came before the Senate | moved to-strike out the 
ninth section containing that provision and to in- 
sert in lieu of it my original bill for the establish- 
mentofabranch mint,the only difference being that 
Portland was stricken outand the Dalles was in- 
serted,and an appropriation proposed of g100,000 
for the establishment of a branch mint in place of 
$75,000 for the estabkshment of an assay office. 

My amendment was adopted giving usa branch 
mint in place of an assay office. It was adopted 
after the question had been argued at some length. 
A few days ago, when my amendment was 
adopted, the Senator from Maine manifesting to 
this measure, as he has to almost everything else 
relating to our State, a very decided hostility, 
when he found that he was beaten upon the vote 
adopting the amendment, resorted to parliament- 
ary tactics in order that he might have an oppor- 
tunity to reconsider the vote by which it was 
adopted. That was proper enough, perhaps; | 
make no complaint of it. He found himself at 
that time, however, in a dilemma. In order that 
the reconsideration should be acted upon, it was 
necessary that it should be done then, while the 

| The Chair 
reminded him of that fact. He then withdrew 
his motion, and the bill now is reported to the 
Senate with my amendment adopted; and the 
question is on his motion to strike out thatamend- 
ment which was adopted in Committee of the 
W hole. 

When the Senator gave us notice on that oc- 
easion that he intended to speak upon the bill | 
supposed he would introduce some new and con- 
vincing arguments to shaw to the Senate the im- 
propriety of adopting the amendment which re- 
ceived their sanction in Committee of the Whole. 
Instead of that his speech has been simply a 


he chairman 
1O objection 


appropriation of 


reiteration of the objections of Mr. Pollock, with | 


the additional declaration that those objections 
were sanctioned by the Secretary of the ‘Treas- 
ury. As | stated in my former remarks to the 
Senate on this subject, when this matter was re- 
ferred to the Secretary of the Treasury he tacitly 
admitted that he had no particular or positive in- 
formation on the subject, and therefore he referred 
ittothis man, Poliock. Pollock’s letter has been 
before the Senate, and has been read once or 
twice. I spent some time in commenting on it 
extensively; | do not propose to do itagain. ‘The 


| Secretary of the Treasury gave no opinion ex- 


cept what was based upon Pollock’s Jetter, and 
merely reiterated Pollock’s arguments, gave none 
other, simply concurring in what Mr, Pollock had 
said. Neither has the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Finance produced any additional argu- 
ments against this measure. He has apparently 
rested his case on the letter which was read, and 
which was written by Mr. Pollock, and indorsed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury. Mr. Pollock, 
though he may be very good authority for the 
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dise, the mint must be established in such locali- 
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chairman of the Committee on Finance, is no au- 
thority whatever for me; and | think thatthe sug- 
gestions which the Senator from Massachusetts 
has made in the speech which he has been so 

Kind as to make in favor of this measure, entirely 

disposed of him by showing that his weakness 

got the advantage of him, and that he was con- 

trolled by selfish motives for the purpose of keep- 

ing the Mint and the coinage at Philadelphia. 

Two years ago there was a proposition before 
the Senate to establish a branch mint at Denver, 
in Colorado Territory. This same process of 
reference was then gone through with. It was 
referred to the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
the Seeretary of the Treasury, as in the present 
instance, referred the matterto Mr. Pollock. Mr. 
Pollock, for some reason or other, then found it 
necessary to have a branch mint established at 
Denver, in Colorado Territory; and he made a 
favorable report, notwithstanding the fact that the 
production of the mines in that Territory for the 
four preceding years had amounted to but about 
four million dollars, while jast year the acoumu- 
lation of gold in Oregon from our own State und 
the surrounding Territories amounted to about 
fifteen million dollars, witha prospect of its being 
doubled or trebled during the present year. Mr. 
Pollock 1s hardly consistent with himself. He 
stated then that it was absolutely necessary to es- 
tablish a branch mint for a Territory producing 
upon the average @1,000,000 a year; bat he now 
finds reasons why there should not be a branch 
mint conceded to a portion of a Territory pro- 
ducing $15,000,000 a year. On thatoceasion the 
chairman of the Committee on Fimance was either 
misled by Mr. Pollock or else he was diverted 
from his usual good judgmest. When he pre- 
sented that measure to the Senate, with the in- 
dorsementof Mr. Pollock and the indorsement of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the honorable chair- 
man said: 

‘* It has been the policy of the Government to establish 
branch mints wherever it has heen thought they were 
needed on account of the great yield of gold in particular 
districts, and their distance from the existing mints. We 
have bad a branch mint at New Orleans, without any very 
good reason for it that I eould ever see.”?—* wine 9 ds 
* This region, however’’— 

Referring to Colorade— 

‘Sis ata very great distanee’’-— 

Not quite so great a distance as Oregon or Idaho, 
I would remind the Senator— 

‘and the yield is large and is increasing very much every 
year; and it seems to me to be unwise to.compel the trans 
portation of gold from that seetion of country to this coast 
to be minted, and then to send it back again in the shape of 
coip to meet the necessities of the Government and the 
people there. They have, indeed, found it necessary to es 
tablish private mints.’’ 

That is as conclusive an.argument as I could 
offer for the establishment of a mint in Oregon— 
that very argument which the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance offered mm favor of the es- 
tablishment of a branch mint for a people who 
were producing about one million dollars a year; 
and | submit to him that it is not very consistent 
in him to undertake to refuse a mint to a people 
who are producing fifteen or twenty million a 
year, and who are two or three times as far from 
the seatof the central Government. 

As to the question of additional expense to the 
Government, I stated before that my amendment 
adds only $25,000 to the appropriation contained 
in the bill which has the sanction of the chairman 
of the Committee on Finance and his committee. 
Mr. Pollock’s own reportof inst year shows that 
the Government is in the habit of imposing a 


| charge upon the coinage of gold sufficient to pay 


the expenses of separating and of coining. ‘There 
can therefore be no additonal expense to the Gov- 
ernment. It is a mere question of policy and a 
question of finance whether the gold shail be 
coined in the neighborhood where it is produced 
and where the producers can at least have some 


| of the benefit of it, or whether they shail be com- 
| pelied to send it to San Francisco or to Philadel- 


phia. ‘The reports of Mr. Pollock and bis own 
letter of two years ago are conclusive on Lhat sub- 
In that letter he said: 


‘In view of the increased production of goid bullion 
from that section’’— 


Referring to Colorado— 
“and the delay, expense, and inconvenience ”— 
The very things we complain of— 


‘“attendingits transmission tothe Mint for coluage, and to 
aid in diffusing @ metallic currency throughout our west- 
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ern States, the eetablishment of a branch mint in that re- | 
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gion, for the coinage of gold, would be in accordance with | 


the policy of past legislation in similar cases, and no more 
than just. Having but litte information in relation to the 
different commerctal points in the same, [ aim not able to 
say Whether the city of Denver is the most advantageous 
point, all things being considered, for locating the proposed 
branch mint.”? 

It would seem that the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Finance has seen some new light which 
has caused him to turn a sharp corner. He must 
have been convinced by the * disintegrating’’ 
argument of Pollock, that the establishment of 
branch mints is likely to destroy the Government! 
I can see no other reason forthis change. I think 
he was right then, and I think he is wrong now. 
He perhaps thinks that he is right now; but if he 
is, if he has come to that conclusion, he must ad- 
mit that he was wrong then. 


One objection which Mr. Pollock brings against | 


the establishment of this branch mint is the cost 
of transporting acids, and especially nitric acid, 
which is necessary to the separation of the gold 
from the silver. That question did not occur to 


Mr. Pollock two years ago when he was in favor | 


of establishing a branch mint at Denver, when it 
was known that the cost of transporting any ma- 
terial from New York to Denver amounted to $100 
aton. The cost of transporting articles from New 
York to Portland, on the Pacific coast, amounts 
to twenty-five dollarsa ton. We have therefore 
seventy-five dollars per ton in favor of the latter 


place, which he now opposes, as against the place | 
Sutin fact the cost of | 


he was then in favor of. 
the transportation of the acids necessary for the 
separation of this bullion is nota question in issue. 
The fact is that the nitric acid, the most expensive 
article, and that which is most used in the sepa- 


ration of gold and silver, is made in San Francisco |! 


and used there, 

Mr. COLLAMER. 
tlemana single question. | wantto know whether 
all the purposes of which he speaks will not be 
answered by an assay Office? 

Mr. NESMITH. They will not. I propose 
tocome to that presently. 1 say now that the cost 
of transportation of acids is not a question of de- 
bate in the consideration of this subject, the acids 
being made in California. 
of the nittic acid being brought from Mexico and 
manufactured in San Francisco, there can be but 
little additional cost; and | apprehend that if a 
mint be established in Oregon as in San Francisco, 
and a demand created there for the article, it will 
be produced there, That disposes of the entire 
argument as to the costs of acids. 

A word in relation to the question of the differ- 
ence between an assay office anda mint. The 
people of our country have been subjected to 
great inconvenience for the want of coin as a cir- 
culating medium. Asl explained the other day, 
the law which you passed making greenbacks 
the currency of the country and a legal tender 
does not apply there. No man receives them or 
pays them out as money, unless he does so un- 
der the judgment of a court, and but few resort 


to them even in that extremity. Your paper is | 


regarded there as a merchantable commodity, 


bought and sold for its value in coin in the mar- 
ket. 


down to 150 to-day and goes up to 190 to-mor- 
row; the gold dollar that is worth 150 to-day 
enriches its owner to-morrow by being worth 190. 
But on our coast, perhaps from ignorance or stu- 
pidity, or from the want of a proper appreciation 
of these fine questions of finance which seem to 
be understood so well by some gentlemen here, 
we have taken a different view. We regard the 
gold dollar as the standard of value without ref- 


erence (o what the greenbacks orthe paper of the | 


Government may be worth. Some days the pa- 
per dollar with us is worth seventy or eighty 
cents, other days fifty or sixty cents. The value 
of the gold dollar there is never affected; the fluc- 
tuation is in your paper money. Paper money 
not being the currency of that country, we are 
compelled to have some sort of circulating me- 
dium for the accommodation of the people. Here- 
tofore, foreign countries have taken advantage of 
our extremity,and have sent in from Mexico and 
Central and South America, and France and Eng- 
land, coins whi¢éh have been disposed of in the 
purchase of gold dustand bullion at anenhanced 
value, and then have become our circulating me- 


Allow me to ask the gen- | 


The component parts | 


The theory prevails on this side of the con- | 
tunent, | know, that gold fluctuates; that it goes | 











dium at an appreciation causing aloss tous. For 


instance, a Bolivian dollar, which is worth about || 


| ninety-six cents, we aré compelled to take for a 


ninety-four or ninety-five cents, is in the same 
position; the Peruvian, Mexican, or Central 
American doubloon, which is intrinsically worth 
only about $15 50 or $15 60, is always imposed 


with all the othercurrency. We therefore suffer 
a depreciation of ten or fifteen per cent. generally 
| in the use of foreign coins when we are com- 


| used upon this side. The consequence has been 
that we have either been driven to thatextremity 


I have seen men with a pair of scales and small 
weights in his pocket to weigh out the money 
necessary for the business transactions between 
neighbor and neighbor, and this, too, being done 


all the time when we have the extensive minting || 
| facilities which Mr. Pollock applauds so at Phil- || 


adelphia. It is true the money might be coined 


moon: we derive no practical benefit from it. 
The Senator from Vermont asks me to what 


| say office. In reply I willsay to the Senator that 

we already have assay offices there; and we look 

upon anassay Office from this Government as no 

great boon. Any man who has money enough 
| to buy a wagon load of coal and a bottle of nitric 
acid can set up an assay office, and charge for as- 
saying our bullion, and ascertaining the exact 
value of it, and he charges no more than the Gov- 
ernment does under similiar circumstances. ‘The 
money is run into immense bars or ingots, each 
as big as a brick; they cannot be used for circu- 
| lation; they are no part of the circulating medium 


merce, and are bought and sold. We are com- 
pelled to part with them ata sacrifice of twenty 
per cent. if they are sent to Philadelphia, or fif- 


to have them converted into coin. 


5 . | 
on us at the full value of an ounce, $16; and so | 


or every man has been compelled to go about as | 


there; but for all practical purposes, so far as we | 
are concerned, the Mint might as well be in the | 


teen per cent. if sent to San Francisco, in order | 
They are not || 
the circulating medium of the country; we make | 
this sacrifice in order to transfer them into some- || 


dollar; a French five-franc piece, which is worth | 


OBE. 


pelled to convert them into funds which can be | 





| thing that we can make the circulating medium. | 


We make no objection to submitting to any 


bullion converted into that which can be used as 
a circulating medium; and the reports of Mr. 
Pollock and the history of the Mint show that 


charge. Tothatwemakenodemurrer. Weare 
willing to be taxed to any extent, and weare willing 
to pay every dollar of additional expense in order 
to have our dust converted into coin, rather than be 
compelled to circulate the dust or the bullion, 

Mr. COLLAMER. I will ask the gentleman 
what is the cost of carrying it to San Francisco 
and having it coined there? 

Mr. NESMITH. The freight and insurance 
will cost about five percent. 1 have paid as high 
as six. My colleague who was home last sum- 


|| mer tells me that the express charges independent 


of insurance were two and e half percent. The 
voyage to San Francisco isa leug and dangerous 
one. It is more than athousand miles by water 
over a dangerous bar at the mouth of the Colum- 
bia river, and the cost of having the gold taken 
| down and returned by that route, including the 
detention at San Francisco, amounts, as a usual 
thing, to from ten to fifteen percent. Supposing 
the production, as was estimated last year by men 
who were conversant with all the facts, to be 
| $15,000,000, you can estimate what amount we are 
taxed for transportation and coinage. 

We have nothing to say about the mint at San 
| Francisco. Whether you enlarge or diminish it 
it does not affect us either one way or the other. 
W hat we ask of Congress is to relieve us from 
thisimmensetax. In place ofan assay office give 
us a branch mint, where we are willing and able 
to have our gold converted into coin. ‘I'he neces- 
sary increase whichis demanded by the Commit- 
| tee on Finance—an appropriation of $300,000— 
| for the enlargement of the branch mint at San 

Francisco grows precisely out of this fact, and 
| this is the condition of affairs: the gold is sent 
there in such superabundance from Oregon, and 

Idaho, and Washington Territory that they are 


‘unable to coin it, and therefore they demand 


additional expense in order to have our dust or | 





ge 








greater facilities than they have ut present. We 
have nothing to say in relation to that. We 
neither demand that you shall give itor withhold 
it; but we do demand that you shall give us what 
we think we are justly entitled to. 

As the distinguished Senator from Massachy- 
setts very well remarked, there is a great deal of 
mystery and humbug about this question of a 
mint. Everybody who undertakes to talk about 
it seems to surround it with some mysterious and 
incomprehensible dignity. As I stated the other 
day, itis nothing but a mere workshop or factory 
where an article produced by a certain portion of 
the people is worked up for the convenience of 
the people themselves. Asa proof of the absurd- 
ity of the theory which Mr. Pollock urges that 
there are ample minting facilities at the Mint jn 
Philadelphia and the mint-in San Francisco, | 


| merely refer to the history of the last year. 


| extent these troubles would be removed by anas- | 


| nine cents per ounce, 


It proves another thing. It overturns com- 
pletely his argument that gold will seek that point 
for coinage where it can be coined the cheapest, 
That is not true, It is coined about nine cents per 
ounce cheaper at Philadelphia than it is at San 
Francisco. If the argument of Mr. Pollock is 


| correct why did not the entire gold production of 


that region last year go to Philadelphia, where it 
could be coined nine cents per ounce cheaper than 
it could be in San Francisco? The fact was that 
the increased cost of transportation was more than 
It was some forty or fifty 
cents an ounce; and therefore the gold did not go 
to Philadelphia. I apprehend that ina few years, 
if the country is accommodated as it should be 


| with mints, no gold will go there, and there will 


be a necessity for removing the Mint from that 


| point to some other point more convenient where 
gold is produced. 


Other countries, as has been suggested by the 


| Senator from Massachusetts, have not been bound 


of the country; they become a commodity ofcom- || 


up by the policy which has been indicated by the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance; neither 
has our own country hitherto. We had three or 
four branch mints established at different points. 
The Senator from Massachusetts states that there 
are some five or six in France. With the history of 
that Iam not familiar, but [know heis. I know 
that in Mexico this coinage is deprived of that 
mysterious dignity which Pollock throws around 
it, and it is let out by contract, and men bid so 
much for makipg the money. Individuals do it, 
in place of, as in our case, the Government doing 
it. Itis thrown open to free and fair competition, 


/and the men who obtain the contract deduct the 


the Government is in the habit of making that || 


eee eee 


amount of their compensation from the bullion 
which is deposited in their hands for the purffose 
of coinage. They pay themselves, the Govern- 
ment granting the permit; and I apprehend it is 
so in ali countries; or at least | apprehend the 
policy which proposes to contract our coinage fa- 
cilities to one particular point does not prevail 
anywhere else. 

it is true that the Mint in Philadelphia with an 
immense establishment may be able to coin al 
the bullion of the country. I suppose it is. | 
_— answer that by saying that the saw-mills 
in Maine are capable of sawing all the saw-logs 
we can produce in Oregon; but it does not neces- 
sarily follow that we had better take our saw-logs 
from Oregon to Maine and have them sawed into 
lumber there and then take the lumber back to 
Oregon. I should think the better way would be 
to build mills among ourselves. 

So I may say of the codfish which abound on 
the native coasts of the Senatorfrom Maine. Be- 
cause, perhaps, they have not land enough in 
Maine to dry them on when they are caught, 
would it be wise in them to undertake to send 
them to Oregon, where we have nupere teres 
on which they might be spread out? I| appre- 
hend it would be cheaper and better for them to 
purchase land in Maine or extend their facilities 
in some way and do the business where the article 
itself is produced. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Will the Senator allow 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. NESMITH. Certainly, with great pieas- 
ure. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to know 
how much of the gold found in the region the 
Senator represents remains there neceSsarily for 
use? Whatamount of it is retained there for the 
ordinary use of the people who are carrying on 
business there? 


Bs NE: 


hea >> 


ak ad 


1864 


Mr. 
Senato: 
answer 
chairm 
ought t 
the ori 
of the 
know | 

Mr. 
the bu: 
| was 
about | 
of his 
me. ] 
of coi 
State. 

Mr. 
ator fr 
unable 

Mr. 
nortion 
; Mr. 
Maine 
goes e 
~ Mr. 

Mr. 
it fluct 

Mr. 
come 

Mr. 
come 
duce ¢ 

Mr. 
unders 
largest 
Does | 

Mr. 
of itd 

Mr. 
precis 
it cam 

Mr. 
come 
it goes 

Mr. 
France 

Mr. 
trate 
Main 
of Ore 
of gol 
dust, ' 
if he | 
of tha 
of col 
the E: 
intrin: 
to an 
he say 
dust, 
twent 
perso! 
let hir 
be, * 
here.’ 
amow 
ket, o 
mater 
to red 
which 
pose, 
three 
compe 
to ma 

No 
count 
mense 
region 
to ope 
devel 
hidde 
you 
are ni 
and g 
in th 
Every 
those 
the gt 
much 
count 
is dey 
make 
sell th 
will 4 





i ee, el 


w@Qv eztv © 


ul 


in 


on 
3e- 
in 
it, 
nd 
ies 
re- 


ies 
cle 


Ww 


Ww 
he 
for 
the 
on 








1864. 


Mr. NESMITH. That is a question that the | 


answer than myself. He is an able financier, the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance, and he 
ought to know, it is his duty to know, all about 
the origin, production, coinage, and distribution 
of the precious metals. It is his business to 
know it, not mine, 


Senator from Maine ought to be more able to | 


Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator knows what | 


the business of Oregon is much better than I do. 
| was never there, and do not know so much 
shout it. | supposed with reference to the affairs 
of his own State that he might be able to inform 


me. I confess my ignorance as to what amount | 
of coin is necessary to do the business of his | 


State. 

Mr. NESMITH. 
ator from Maine, that is a question which I am 
unable to answer. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
portion of it¢ xported? 

Mr. NESMITH. It is like the codfish of 
Maine, distributed throughout the country; it 
goes everywhere. [Laughter. ] , 
~ Mr. FESSENDEN. Does it come back? 

Mr. NESMITH,. Sometimes it comes back; 
it fuctuates. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
come back. [Laughter.] 


Is not vastly the largest 


The codfish 


does not 


To be candid with the Sen- | 


Mr.NESMITH. The gold does not generally | 


come back, because it is an article that we pro- 
duce constantly. . 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I suppose the Senator 
understands my question, Is not very much the 
largest part of the gold produced there exported ? 
Does it not go away not to return? 

Mr. NESMITH. I admit thatagreat portion 
of it does. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator is arguing 
precisely as if none of it went out, or if it did that 
itcame directly back. 

Mr.NESMITH. It does not all go out or all 
come back; but | admit a very great portion of 
it goes out, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Does it not go to San 
Francisco where there is a mint? 

Mr.NESMITH. Notallofit. Let me illus- 
trate this matter. Suppose the Senator from 
Maine, who is an industrious man, wasa resident 
of Oregon, and had produced one hundred ounces 
of gold dust. That one hundred ounces of gold 
dust, we will say, might coin him twenty dollars 
if he had it at the Mint in Philadelphia, and out 
of that he would be compelled to pay the expense 
of coinage. He wishes to make a remittance to 
the East and he desires to use the gold dust, the 
intrinsic value that he has in his hand. Hegees 
to an expresa company ora banking house and 
he says, ** Here are one hundred ounces in gold 
dust, which, coined into money, would be worth 
twenty dollars. Now| desire you to pay sucha 


z PA pee’ 4 } 
person that amount or else transmit this Kast and 


let him get it coined there.’’? Their answer would 
be, ** It is only worth fifteen or sixteen dollars 
here.”” They would pay him the depreciated 
amount that gold dust was selling for in the mar- 
ket, on account of the superabundance of that 
material produced there and the scarcity of coin 
to redeem it. That very fact, the absence of coin, 


which would be remedied by the measure I pro- || 


pose, depreciates the gold dust in his hands some 
three or four or five dollars an ounce, and he is 


to make his gold dust available. 

Now I think, in the present condition of the 
country, when we are overwhelmed with an im- 
mense debt, when the people of that remote 


region are struggling, as they have been for years, | 


to open up the country, to develop the mines, to 
develop those vast resources of wealth which lie 


hidden among their mountains and upon which | 
ou | 


you must rely to discharge the liabilities 
are now incurring, it will only be fair and just 
and good policy for Congress to do everything 
in their power to encourage that development. 
Everything that you do in the way of giving 
those people facilities for realizing the value of 


the gold for which they delve in the earth is so | 


much done to increase the development of that 
country. The time will come, when that country 
1s developed, when the Government will want to 
muke those lands available. They will want to 
sell them or to realize money from them. They 
will want to hold them as a resource toward 
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paying the great accumulation of national debt. 
Is it not therefore good policy in us to do all in 
our power to make them more valuable? The 
question now before us is only the mere differ- 
ence between $75,000 and $100,000. My amend- 
ment proposes an appropriation of $100,000, and 
that of the Committee on Finance $75,000. | 
think that is a mere paltry consideration. 


Mr. President, | have occupied much more of | 


the time of the Senate than | desired to do on 
this question, butit has been rendered necessary, 
in my opinion, by the pertinacious opposition 
which this measure has met on the part of the 
Senator from Maine; and, unfortunately for me, 


for some reason or other, all my measures meet | 


with opposition from that quarter. Before I sit 
down, perhaps | ought to tender to the distin- 
guished Senator from Massachugetts my kind re- 
gards for coming to my rescue In this important 
crisis of our State, 

Mr. COWAN. Mr. President, I had not in- 
tended to say a word in this discussion, for really 
whether there shall be a mint in Portland, Ore- 
gon, or whether there shall not, amounts to very 
little with me. I trust that the day will never 
come here when | shall be willing to procure for 
my own State a favor at the expense of another, 
or to prevent another State from obtaining what 
she wants on account of the advantage whieh it 
might be to mine to withhold from her her desires. 

But, Mr. President, | rise for the purpose of 
saying one word in regard to Governor Pollock, 
who has been assailed here in my opinion ina 
very unjustifiable manner. He has been held up 
to ridicule before the eyes of the nation ina body 
where he has no opportunity to be heard, no 
chance toreply. I think itis exceedingly unfair to 
a gentieman of his standing and ability that this 
should bé done. First he was assailed the other 
day by the light artillery of the honorable Sena- 
tor from Oregon, whose barbs everybody knows 
are admirably pointed and sometimes keenly 
poisoned. ‘This is sentabroad ail over the coun- 
try for the purpose of rendering Governor Pollock 
ridiculous. But to sum up, to-day the Senator 


' from Massachusetts tomes upon him with the 


heavy artillery and attempts to crush him down 
on the ground that he is a pedant, and that, ow- 
ing to his place, his judgment has been warped, 
and that he has not given that opinion to the 


| country which perhaps he would have done if he 


had beenunbiased. All 1 have tosay of Govern- 
or Pollock is thathe isagentleman anda scholar. 
His education has been perhaps very much that 
of the Senator from Massachusetts. It was lib- 
In his profession he obtained 
distinction, and as a statesman I believe he has 
won the applause of his fellow-countrymen. He 


| has been promoted to the chief magistracy of the 


State in which he lives, and he has also occupied 


| a seat in the Halls of Congress. 


Mr. NESMITH. 


1 beg leave to ask the Sen- 


j} ator whether his promotion has occurred since he 
| 5 
wrote that letter? [Laughter.] 


Mr. COWAN. I will attend to the Senator 
from Oregon and answer his question directly. 
This is Governor Pollock. Now if this man, 


| when requested by his superior officer to give his 


opinion upon a question of fact, gives it fairly and 


honestly, and if, too, as the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts says, they are very good reasons all 


|| but one, why should he be assailed for that one? 
compelled to submit to that depreciation in order | 


Why should he be turned into ridicule because 
he happened to use the phrase ‘ national disin- 
??? | beg these learned Senators to re- 
member that that phrase ‘‘ national disintegra- 
tion’’ includes a great question, a question mooted 
long ago, as long ago, | think, as the conquest of 
It was the question which 


center of the ox hide. Iam free to say that | 
have no very distinct opinion about it. 1 do not 


| say whether you can bind the nation more strongly 


together by Knitting it upon the center, or whether 
you can preserve it harmonious by distributing 
your favors equally all over it, putting a mint in 
every State, an arsenal in every State, a foundery 
in every State, and a navy-yard in every State. 
Gentlemen may very weil differ about all that; 
but the fact, whether a man expressed an opinion 
one way or another, ought not, | think, to sub- 
ject him to this storm of ridicule. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Will the Senator from 
Pennsylvania tell the Senate how it was that Gov- 


1951 


ernor Pollock recommended a branch mint at 
Denver ang denounced one at Portland? 

Mr. COWAN. Mr. President, | am not here 
prepared to say that Governor Pollock may not 
have done a great many inconsistent things tn his 
lifetime. lam not here te be the sponsor of his 
past life. Tam here, however, to say that [am 
unwilling that he shall be unfairly treated, that 
he shall be made ridiculous in the eyes of the 
nation for that which will not warrant it. [have 
only to say that Governor Pollock mightcomplain 
with Hamlet in his encounter with the grave- 
digger: 

* We must speak by the card, or equivocation will undo 
us. By the Lord, Horatio, these three years | have taken 
note of it; the age is growa so picked, that the toe of the 
peasant comes sv near the heel of the courtier, be galls his 
kibe.?? 

Which of your officers will be willing to give 
an opinion to his superior officer to be read inthe 
Senate if, for some inadvertent phrase of this kind, 
if, for some opinion which does net coincide with 
the views of those who advocat particular meas- 
ures, he is to be held up to thescorn and derision 
of the nation? 

Mr. President, I hope this will not be hereaf- 
ter. Surely those who do this are not aware of 
the injury and wrong they may inflict upon a 
kindly heart and a genial soul in this way. Lam 
sure that the Senator from Oregon would not de- 
sire to hurtany one’s feelings inany way,and lam 
equally sure that the Senator from Massachusetts 
would not mean to reflect personally upon Gov- 
ernor Pollock. 

That is all I have to say. [have notatte mpted 
to influence the Senate one way or the other with 
regard to the measure which the Senator from Ore- 
gon has atheart, 1 shall be perfectly satisfied if 
he succeeds in it. I have no feeling one way or 
the other; but 1 think it due to Governor Pollock 
that he should not be assatled in this wise with- 
out a single word being said tn his behalf. 

Mr. NESMITH. | was under the impression 
that I did not assail Governor Pollock the other 
day. I read a very short extract from his letter 
and saw fit to comment on that, as I supposed | 
had aright todo. Ihave seen Presidents’ mes-~ 
sages commented on,and eve ry paper that is pro- 
duced from any ofthe Departments is open to eriti- 
cism here. I think the most cutting criticism that 
could have been made on Governor’s Pollock’s 
letter would have been to publish the whole of it 
to an Intelligent community and allow them to 
read it. Notwithstanding all the absurdities it 
contains, it has, as 1 said the other day, found 
advocates on this floor. I did not object to that; 
but I did object a little the other day when the 
Senator from Wisconsin brought his battery of ar- 
tillery to bear against me and ridiculed my speech, 
saying there was not a single ray of reason in it, 
while he admitted there was some wit. After he 
had thoroughly disposed of me, now I find my- 
self attacked by the very distinguished Senator 
from Pennsylvania, and he quotes Shakspeare 
to make the thing conclusive. l have not read 
much of Shakspeare, or of any other books; but 
I do recollect having read in my, youth a classic 
work which I believe iscalled ‘* Mother Goose’s 
Melodies,’’ and these distinguished Senators re- 
mind me of that work where it says: 


Che bull-frog cocked his tail on high 
And went bounding o’er the plain, 
The bumble-bee went thundering by, 

Aud then came down the rain.”’ 
[Great laughter. ]} 

We have had a striking parallel in this case, 
and Pollock has been vindicated with a vengeance ! 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Ldonot mean to continue 
the debate; but | feel bound to allude to one or 
two things stated by the Senator from Oregon. 
I shall not attempt to imitate or copy either one 
Senator or the other in their poetical quotations. 
They quoted according to their tastes, | suppose, 
and according to their reading. 

The Senator from Oregon has read an extract 
from some remarks that | made in the Senate 
when the braneh mint at Denver was established. 
l believe it is true, as | stated then, that the pol- 
icy of the Government had been to establish these 
branch mints; and in the report that | then made 
to the Senate on the subject, | was influenced in 
my judgment by that policy, and by the advice 
which | received from quarters upon which I felt 
lhadarighttorely. But now a different ques- 
tion is presented to us by distinguished authority, 
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from disunguished quarters; and that 18, as we 
iv gold fields enlarging, whether we will 

i . ‘ >. 
contunue that poley of erecting a branch mint in 


nostevery State where itis called for, or whether 
Ww will adopt a different policy . As to the ques- 
of expense, the mere expense of erecting a 
uing us not so great; but Senators must re- 
flect that very considerable expense is nec essarily 
incurred in the operations of these branch mints; 
and thatis an annual expense, ] conks 88 myself, 
with the rest of the committee, a convert lo the 
idea that we had better stop where we were in 
If the Senator is ofa dif- 
lecrent opinion, i have no objection. 
When this subject was last under considera- 


relation to the matter. 


tion | asked to have it go over, that I might say 


it, although, as the Senator from 


someting upon 
Oregon intimates, | have said nothing new o1 
rigimal. 1 made that request because I believed 
Senate had acted rather hastily and under the 
Hifluence of personal appeals from the Senator 
from Oregon in adopting the amendment, and | 
wished before the vote on concurring in the amend- 
ment was taken,as it was my duty to do, to pre- 
ni the question more distinctly to the Senate. 
Idid not suppose I could add anything to the 
rumentin relation to it. I did not have much 
ope then, and f have not now, of defeating the 
amendment. should not have had much hope 
of doing so even without the addition of what my 
friend from Pennsylvania calls the he vy arul- 
lery of the Senator from Massachusetts that has 
been brought to bearupon it. The result, I take 
Iiseems that more 


' 


, 


it, would bave been the same, 
persons than myself can change their opinions on 
questions, and within a very much shorter time, 
W hat the reasons may be for that chanve, whether 

wing to pe rsonal appeals and to exp ected com- 
pliments in return, | do not kuow, and itis not 


for me to eay. 


As I said before, it is a matter of no conse- 
juence to me, individually, whether this report 
of the Committee on Finance shal! be adopted or 
not. JT am equally satisfied either way, except 
that my jadgment goes one way, and if the opin- 
on of the Senate is against it I shall regret it only 

» far asthatl am notconvineed. [f they choose 
to spend more money on branch mints, so be it; 
I have done my duty. 

But one word more; and that is what I prin- 
cipally rose to say. Itis very unjustin the Sen- 
ator from Oregon or any other Senator to under- 
take to say that I am not favorable to his individual 
propositions. [ am not aware that I have par- 
ticularly opposed the propositions of the Senator 
from Oregon, I do not stop to inquire who pro- 
poses or who advocates a measure, who intro- 
duced it or who isin favor of it or who is against 
it. [act upon no such principle here in any case, 
and no Senator can with truth charge me with it. 
| am in something of an unfortunate position. 
Lam obliged tovexamine a very great variety of 
questions Se appropriations of money. 
‘That becomes my duty; and very frequently the 
questions come up here, coming from other com- 
mittees, involving appropriations of money, and 


come up so suddenly that I have had no time to | 


examine them. Still it becomes my duty to get 
that time if [ can, and to inquire into them, and 
if my judgment is against them to express that 
opinion to the Senate. That is a responsibility 
which | think rests upon me; and consequently 
1 come in collision wery frequently with the fa- 
vored projects of Senators. That is a necessity 
arising from the very circumstances in which | 
find myself placed. [| beg Senators to assure 
themselves that 1 never examine ia question or 
give an Opmon upon Mt huving the shghtest ref- 
erence or being in the slightest degree affected by 
the Senator who happens to offer it or who hap- 
pens to be interested un ut. Certminiy, if 1 were 
disposed to exercise my judgmentin that way, 
the Senator from Oregon 1s ove of the last Sena- 
tors in this body I should select for any such oper- 
suon, because ourrelations have always been per- 
fectly trendly,and | dave recegnized the propei- 
ety of his action here, and the zeal and manliness 
with which he has.eupported the Goveroment in 
ils present struggle, and my feelings toward him 


and Loward his colleague have always been most 


kind, 


Now, therefore, I beg Senators to judge my | 


action by the acon itself, and to ask themselves 
whether, if | neglect the duty which L think is im- 


|| ning up inte the neighborhood of ome hundred and || 


|} ®lent made as in Committee ol 


| Pennsylvania, 


posed upon me, I shall be acting conscien 
as a Senatorand right. 


tiously 
‘That ts all | have to say 
in reference to the remarks of the Senator from 
Oregon, disclaiming the imputation which he 
seeks to place upon me, and saying, as 1 do most 
firmly and most distinc tly to Senators ati around 
me, that | shall continue in the course I have hith- 
erto followed with reference to that matter, be- 
cause such | conceive to be my duty, and | shall 
do itatall hazards so jongas | have a seat in this 
body. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Anruony 
in the chair.) 
the amendment made as in Committee of the 
W hole. Fr 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
the yeas and bays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

Mr. BUCK ALE W. Idesire w know whether 
an amendment is now in order. If it is, I move 
to strike out the first eight sections of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The question 
will first be taken on concurring in the amend- 
the Whole : and 


amendinenut ailer tial 


The quesvuion 18 on concurring in 


On that question I desire 


the Senator can offer his 

question has been disposed ol, 
Mr. HOWARD. 

Le again reported, 
Mr. NESMITH. I w 


from Michigan whatit is 


i hope the amendment will 


as reported by the Commitice on Finance, pro- 
vides for an assay office at Dalles City, Oregon, 
and appropriates $75,000 for that purpose. The 
amendment which is now pending, and which is 
now to be voted upon, provides for theestablish- 
ment of a branch mintin Oregon, and makes an 
appropriation of $100,000, a ditference of $25,000, 
‘Lhat 1s the whole of it 

Mr. HOWARD. 1 withdraw ihe call for the 
reporting of the amendment. 

Mr, COLLAMER. 1 understood from the 
Senator from Pennsylvania, who has just taken 
his seat, that he desired to make the amendmeut 
which he has suggested because it had a bearing 
on the question of this very amendment; that the 
striking out of one sectionsand pulling in others, 
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as I understood, made some diflerent arvange- | 


ment about the mint iu Nevada, 
Mr. NESMITH. ijveoes not. The ninth see- 


tion of the bill reported Ly the committee provides 


for the establishment of an assay office at Dalles, || 


Oregon. Imeove to strike out that section, and 
substitute for it the amendment which 1s now-to 
be voted On. 
committee is in these words: 


‘Theeighth section of the biliof the 


And be it further enacted, That the act approved March 


3, 1863, entitled ‘*An act to establish a branch mint of the 
United States in the Territory of Nevada,” is hereby re- 
pealed with the exception of the eighth section thereof. 


That is the eighth section of the bill. My | 


amendment only applies to the aimth section. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—ycas 23, nays 15; as follows: 
Y EAS—Messrs. Carlile, Chandier, Conness, Davis, Hale, 
Harding, Henderson, Hendricks, Howard, Lane of Indi- 
ana, Lane of Kansas, McDougall, Morgan, Nesmith, 


Pomeroy, Powell, Ramsey, Riddle, Sprague, Sumner, Ten | 


Eyck, Wilkinson, and Willey—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Buckalew, Clark, Collamer, 
Cowan, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Howe, 
Johnson, Morrill, Sherman, and Van Winkle—15. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. BUCKALEW. 1 now make the motion 
that | indicated before, to strike out the firsteight 
sections of the bill, 

Mr. McDOUGALL. lam very glad that this 
amendment has been moved by the Senator from 
A bill was passed at the last Con- 
gress giving a mint to Nevada Territory. ‘Lhe 
reasons why a mint was necessary there were 
urged very strongly upon the last Congress, and 
convineed the Committee on Finance,and the bill 

assed with the concurrence of that committee, 
(here is more silver being produced in the Ter- 
ritory of Nevada wow than in any like area in 
the world, and also a very great amount of gold. 
it is going now, with all the attendant expenses, 
to Eugiand, for the purpose of being coined into 
money. There is no part of the country where 
a mint would be more valuable to the people and 
more generally advantageous to the counuy than 
in Nevada ‘Territory. 

Nevada, a few years since, was only populated 
by Indians. It contains now a population run- 
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fiity thousand, all engaged in the production of 
the precious metals, gold and silver. San Fran. 
cisco is the nearest point where either can be 
coined, and as is known to the Senate . 
of San Francisco is not equal to the transactio; 
of the business for California itself. The build. 
ing used as a mint there was bought upon a spec- 
ulative contract long-years ago when gold a. 
first discovered, and is not adequate even to 


—. 
— 


» the mint 


was 


. the 
transaction of the home business; butif jt were 
the shipping of the raw material from the Terrj_ 


tory of Nevada to San Francisco is a charge tha: 
the people of that Territory should not be com- 
pelled to bear, The percentage of difference 
would pay five times the expense of conducting 
the mint. Itis the business of the Governme a 
to coin money and to reduce our gold and silyey 
into a form that will be available. 1 think that 
the coinage of the gold and silver brought outof 
the mountains in Nevada Territory, and in Idaho 
and in Oregon, and in California is entitled 1. 
quite @s miu h consideration as the coinage un at 
the Treasury building. At some time, in 


the 
course ot Providence, we hope that it may | 


ike 
: ° ; : 

the place of the nominal values now furnished by 
we Government, , 


j am ¢le arly, fully convinced that fentlemen in 


both branches of Congress do not appreciate the 
importance of furnishing facilities for conv ring 
the dust washed out of our streams and dug out 
of our hills into currency in the immediate vicin- 
ity. Gentlemen psk why we ure concerned about 
this, because if passes out from among us. It 
does pass out too much from among us, for the 
reason tiat We caunot Convert it Into Money that 
can be exchanged, and therefore gold dust must 
go oul to a mint, and generally at a charge of at 
least three per cent.—it is frequently five per cent. 
—which is a loss to those who produce the gold, 
For the purpose of exchange, for the purpgse of 
paying indebtedness East, if it is needed hers it 
will come here; but those who earn the wealth of 
the mountains by the sweatof their brows are en- 
titled to have what they have earned asa residuum 
that belongs to them. They live in Nevada Ter- 
ritory in the particular instance. In other in- 
stances they live in Idaho, they live in Oregon, 
they live in California; and because they have to 
send for manufactured articles and for merehan- 
dise to the Kast it is no reason why they should 
not in the residuam be perfectly protected; anda 
| five per ceiit, tax or a three per cent, tax on their 
labor isan mjusuce,and itis that much over and 
above what the cost of coining would be. 

The bil: as passed, upon full consideration, in 
favor of Nevada, I believe should be maintained 
alaw. I see no ebjection, | have heard no reason 
suggested why that great silver-producing coun- 
try, the greatest in the world, where I think about 
| one hundred and fifty thousand of our men are 
now at work bringing out silver and gold from 
the mines, should not have the means of convert- 
ing the product of their labor into coin, for it is 
dug out and produced for that sole purpose. I 
see no reason why they should be taxed, for it is 
a tax of I think more than five per cent. upon 
i them. I hope thatthe amendment of the Senator 


|| from Pennsylvania will be adopted. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Antuony 
| in the chair.) The amendment is to strike out 
the first eight sections of the bill. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Itis to leave the branch 
mint in Nevada instead of an assay office. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. The proposition is to 
leave it as it was, 

Mr. BUCKALEW. The object ofthe amend- 
ment is to leave Nevada and Oregon upon pre- 
| cisely the same footing, on a perfect equality. 
That is all, 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading; and it was read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. NESMITH, the tide was 
amended so as ‘to-read, * A bill to establish a 
branch of the minut of the United States at Dalles 
City, in the State of Oregon.”’ 


NATIONAL CURRENCY. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 1 ask now that the un- 


finished business of yesterday be taken up. | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, The special 

| order which was informally laid aside will now 

| be proceeded wath. 

The Senate;as in Committee of the Whole, re- 








